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_ What is 
Workers’ Truth”? 


Workers’ Truth is a revolutionary 
Marxist monthly. It is the public voice 
of the Revolutionary Workers Group and 
is dedicated to the construction of 
the International Party of Revolution- 
ary Workers (Fifth International). 

The name Workers' Truth comes from 
the name of the Russian newspaper Ra- 
bocheye Pravda (Workers' Truth) which 
was published by revolutionary Marxists 
who struggled against the restoration 
of capitalism in Russia by the Bolshe- 
viks through their ''New Economic Po- 
licy." These Comrades were hunted 
down by the secret state police and ex- 
ecuted or exiled to slave labor camps 
in Siberia. Our Workers' Truth repre- 
sents the revival of the struggle of 
these revolutionary martyrs. 

In 1917 the Russian workers came to 
power under the leadership of the rev- 
Olutionary Bolshevik Party led by Lenin 
and Trotsky. The old ruling classes and 
their imperialist backers mounted a 
counter-revolutionary war in an at- 
tempt to regain power. The Russian 
workers bravely fought off this at- 
tempted counter-revolution. Ilowever, 
their victory left them exhausted and 
was thus shortlived. The Russian wor- 
kers' state was isolated due to the 
fact that no corresponding successful 
revolution occurred in advanced capi- 
talist Western Europe. The Bolshevik 
leaders became demoralized and dis- 
heartened at this turn of events and 
refused to wage a struggle against the 
black marketeers and peasant capital- 
ists who were daily growing stronger. 
Instead against the protests of the 
revolutionary Workers Opposition with- 
in the Bolshevik Party the defended 
these capitalists against the interests 
of the proletariat. This was the real 
meaning of the "New Economic Policy." 
The Workers Opposition was smashed, but 
the Comrades around Workers’ Truth rose 
up to take its place. It is to carry 
on the revolutionary traditions of the 
pre-1921 Bolshevik Party and Communist 
(Third) International, the Workers Op- 


position, and Workers’ Truth along with 
the revolutionary writings of Marxcand , « 
Engels,most prominent of which is The 
Communtst Manifesto, that the Revolution- 
ary Workers Group and Workers! Truth 

have come into existence. 

We originated as the Revolutionary 
Workers Faction of the Class Struggle 
League which is a centrist Trotskvist 
organization. At first we thought that 
it would be possible to win the Class 
Struggle League to our revolutionary 
Marxist program. It did not take very 
long, however, for us to realize that 
this would not be the case. We therefore 
found it necessary to leave the Class 
Struggle League in order to wage a rev- 
olutionary struggle to win over class 
conscious militants in the working class 
movement. 

In the pages of Workers’ Truth we will 
give a Marxist analysis of the important 
questions facing the international wor- 
king class today. We will discuss the 
problems facing the trade unions and our 
solutions to those problems. We will re- 
print for the benefit of our readers 
documents and speeches from the past 
struggles of the revolutionary Marxist 
movement. Our press while it is directed 
toward the advanced layers of the wor- 
king class and not simply to consctous» 
socialists will not dwell on low level 
economic issues. Ye will bring revolution- 
ary Marxist politics into the working 
class, for without revolutionary Marx- 
ism, the working class is doomed to de~ 
feat at the hands of the capitalists. 

Most importantly Workers! Truth will 
be the cornerstone for building the Amer- 
ican section of the International Party 
of Revolutionary Workers (Fifth Interna- 
tional), - : 

REAN WORKERS' TRUTH! 

JOIN THE REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS GROUP! 
BUILD THE INTERNATIONAL PARTY OF RFVOLU- 
TIONARY WORKERS (FIFTH INTERNATIONAL) 
FOR THE WORLD SOCIALIST REVOLUTION! 
FORWARD TO THE WORLDWIDE WORKERS' Rr- 
PUBLIC! 
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The Indochina War, . 
the Socialist Left. 


and Our Program f 


The Indochina War, recent- 
ly declared dead (but still 
kicking) by all the cap- 
italist governments invol- 
ved, has been typical of 
other wars in the age of 
imperialism. In gallons 

of innocent blood spil- 
led, acres of land dec- 
‘imated, and level of war- 
fare technology, it has 
‘certainly equalled or sur- 
passed other wars in this 
century. The savage bomb- 
ing of North Vietnam has 
been one of the najor at- 


rocities of our time. The 
total human cost has been 
staggering. This is some- 
thing which many people 
know. 

The war has also caused 
its share of political 
confusion, especially on 
the socialist left. Since 
a foremost task of social- 
ists is one of drawing 
class lines, especially 
in the case of imperial- 
ist war, all political 
tendencies in the U.S. 
claiming the name "social- 


or Action 


by Allan Crandall 


Neither Le Due Tho, nor Henry Kissinger 
represent an answer for the Indochinese 
workers an peasants. Only the indepen- 
dent revolutionary struggle of the 
Indochtnese toiling masses led by a 
revoluttonary Marxist party can end 
their oppresston. 


Amertean workers 


_ must support this struggle in Indochina 
and no other. 


ist" in even a vague sen 
have attempted, in their 
propaganda on the war, t 
do just that. 

The Communist Party, 
largest "left" grouping 
has simply followed ever 
twist and turn of Soviet 
foreign policy like the 


loyal lap-dog that it is 


The Socialist Workers 
Party, the lareest: proun 
on the U.S. left except 
for the servants of the 
Soviet Union, the Commun 
ist Party, deserves to 


_ (but can not) be ignored, 
for they have never even 
attempted to draw a class 
line in their propaganda 
on the war. Their role in- 
stead has been one of 
wielding a large rubber 
eraser, attempting to 
erase class lines all the 
way back to the beginning 
of the war ..,d their first 
activities in the anti- 
war movement. They have 
continually played the 
role of building "peace 
coalitions" in which they 
called on American workers 
to bloc with American 
capitalists in support of 
the North Vietnamese 
capitalists and more im- 
portantly “bringing our 
boys home.” 

The Workers League, so- 
called left critics of the 
SWP have differentiated 
themselves from the SWP 
on three points: 1) They 
have cheered louder for 
the Vietnamese Stalin- 
ists; 2) They have called 
on American workers to 
go on a general strike in 
support of the Noeth Viet- 
namese Sapitalists and 
their agents in the South, 
the NLF-PRG; 3) They have 
called for the formation 
of a Labor Party led by 
the likes of George Meany, 
Leonard Woodcock and I.W. 
Abel. 

Fourthly, the Interna- 
tional Socialists’ role 
has been equally as per- 
nicious, if not more so. 
The IS sees North Vietnam- 
ese workers as oppressed 
by a "bureaucratic collec- 
tivist™ class. Yet they 
call for the victory of 
the NLF-PRG knowing full 
well that this would ex- 
tend “bureaucratic col- 
lectivism" (if such an 
animal existed) to South 
Vietnam. They try to get 
around this by saying that 
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they are for the "military" 
victory of the NLF and 
that before they can con- 
solidate political vic- 
tory the Vietnamese wor- 
kers should seize power. 
Why wait for this NLF 
military victory? The Vi- 
etnamese workers should 
seize power now not to- 
morrow. 

The history of the va- 
rious centrist groupings 
on the U.S. left, the 
Spartacist League, Class 
Struggle League, Vanguard 
Newsletter and so on, has 
been a little better, but 
not much. Attempting, as 
they have attempted, to 
draw a class line, and at- 
tempting to clear up ex- 
isting confusion in the 
minds of American workers 
as to the causes of inm- 
perialist war, they have 
oniy succeeded in muddy- 
ing the issue for every- 
one concerned. This is be- 
cause their programs, 
which resemble each other 
completely, are based on 
a common ground, a common 
confusion called Trotsky- 
ism. We will examine some 
common elements of this 
thoroughly bankrupt pro- 
gram in some detail: 

1. All of the above- 
mentioned groups have 
called for a military 
victory to the National 
Liberation Front. The 
wording in some cases is 
different but the intent 
is the same. 

2. All of these groups 
have called for sympa- 
thetic strikes on the 
part of American workers 
to stop the flow of Amer- 
ican materials to South 
Vietnam. 

3. All of these groups 
have, at one time or 
another, mentioned, in 
passing, and in hushed 
tones, their wish for 


some amorphous type of 
“political revolution" to 
overthrow the leadership 
and change the program of 
the North Vietnamese state 
capitalist state, the DRVN 
(which they see as a deform- 
ed workers' state). 

4, Lastly they have all 
called upon the larger 
state capitalist countries, 
the USSR and the Peoples 
Republic of China, to come 
to the aid of the NLF and 
the DRVN with planes, guns, 
bombs and all the other 
materials necessary for the 
efficient prosecution of a 
war in the twentieth cen- 
tury. 

The Revolutionary Workers 
Group recognizes the exis- 
tence of some logical 
consistency to this pro- 
gram. But we are also 
aware of the fact that it 
is most emphatically not 
in the best interests of 
the Vietnamese working 
class, the American wor- 
king class or the working 
class as a whole. This 
program is in fact typi- 
cal of the centrist char- 
acter of all the above- 
mentioned Trotskyist 
groups, which seem inca- 
pable, in many situations 
of advancing or even ad- 
vocating the independent 
stand of the proletariat. 
The truth of the matter 
is this: the Trotskyist 
groups, far from being 
anti-Stalinist and pro- 
working class in their 
program on the war, instead 
cross class lines, choos- 
ing to aid and abet the 
further exploitation of 
Vietnamese workers and 
peasants at the hands of 
local Vietnamese capital- 
ists! We will explain 
further with a point-by- 
point analysis of this 
strange program which is 
purportedly in the best 


Ss ee oF yc ; 

E pate 
interests tok the: vyorking 
class... - REN 
Z. Victory ~to. the. WLP: 

Some. of the: Trotekyiet . 
groups phrase this slogan 

"Victory. to, the Vietna- -: 
mese Workers and Peasants" 
We would point ouf. that.’ 
the Revolutionary Wor-~ 

kers Group also supports . 
the victory of the. Viet- ~ 

namese workers and pea- - 

sants. Our difference with 

Trotskyism.is that our . 

program will, eventually 

work, theirs,.is a program 
for further defeat. The 

Class Struggle, League, 

one of the newer scraps 


HERS. “S 


in the Trotskyist rag-bag, 


calls, at least.formally, 
for the viccory of the 
NLF on the grounds that 
the NLF is the organ which 
the Vietnamese workers 

and peasants have chosen 
to resist American imper- 
ialism, so its final vic- 
tory must be called for 

by revolutionaries. Let 

us demolish this reason- | 
ing and this slogan with. 
a Marxist analysis of the 
NLF and its political or- 
ganization the Provision- 
al Revolutionary Govern- 
ment. 

Some Trotskyists will 
agree to the following 
fact, and yet will still 
insist upon calling for 
the victory of the NLF: 
the workers of South Vi- 
etnam do not control the 
NLF, either through elec- 
tion of officers, worker- 
soldier committees on a. 
unit-wide basis, or on a 


higher level through wor- 


kers' councils (soviets). 
Some or most Trotskyists 
will also .agree,to the . 
fact that the NLF is the | 
military arm of the Pro- 
visional ‘Revolutionary 
Government, which is no- 
thing more nor less than 
the direct political arm 


. iy 
ety 


“of that section of the S. 


Vietnamese ruling class 


ee which in collaboration 


with the N. Vietnamese 
capitalist class. wishes ~ 


vi italists out 6f Indochina . 
- . in order to better ‘exploit. 


workers themselves; that 
in fact, both the South 
Vietnamese workers and . 


; peasants and the North ,..: 


Vietnamese workers and 
peasants are fighting, 
not because of progressive 
class sentiments, but 
because of reactionary 
nationalist sentiments. 
Why then do Trotskyists 
persist in their madness? 
Some do so out of a sim- 
ple undisguised admira- 
tion for the politics and 
program of the PRG, in 
spite of the fact that, 
among other things, it 
holds the fundamentally 
anti-working class posi~ - 
tion that the right to 
private. property in the 
means of production shall 


“hes 


they can not do. 
We would also mention 
the fact. that. even the PRG 


-" does not call for the--~- 


* military: victory: “6f the ay 
to drive the American cap~ © j 


remain inviolable in South ° 


Vietnam. Others, those who ’ » 


are better grounded in. 

the theoretical precepts 
of Trotskyism, do so be- 
cause of the traditional 
Trotskyist call in the 
case of imperialist attack 
on backward countries for 


' military. blocs with the 


local capitalists. We 
feel that this position, 
in itself, lies to the. 


more preferable than- the. 


‘bosses’ from across the "” 
, water. But jactually, ‘to. 
-:-be truly orthodox, our “ 


7 


NLF! In fact, the PRG has 
presently achieved its main 
goal--bourgeois political - 


* legitimacy in: South Viet-" | 
j namesé elections! Either — 
. the PRG is blessed with 


qualities which can only 
be seen through rose-co- 
lored Trotskyist glasses, 
or we have another case 
of the Trotskyists trip-- 
ping over a bulldozer and 
calling it a banana peel. 
On another level, Trot- 
skyists call for victory 
to the NLF beéause of their 
historical isolation from 
workers: ‘and from the wor- 
king class, which allows ~ 
them to believe that, in 


-the final analysis, all 


the above facts are unim- 
portant. But this is par 
for the course. Regardless 
of: what Trotskyists say, 
Trotskyism has survived 
this long as a movement 
not in spite of its iso- 
lation from the working 


3 class, but because of it. 


2. Sympathetic Strikes. 
The Revolutionary Wor- 

kers Group realizes that 

sympathetic strikes by 


workers in one country 
can be an invaluable aid 


ta the progress of a wor- © 
kers' revolution in anoth~ 


‘. ey country. But no workers' 
workers by-saying that the 
local bosses are somehow _. 


revolution is presently oc- 
curring in South Vietnam, 
and we defy anyone to show 


' -us differently. It is a 


modern-day Trotskyists see 


have no business applying’ 


this position to this 
case, unless they can show 
us independent workers’ 
militias in South Viet- 
nam today, which are in 

a bloc with the NLF. This 


‘>y vnationalist revolution 
and we - ‘feel ‘that to call 
.-for mass. ‘strikes in the US 


for the purpose of allow-- 
ing the “Vietnamese capital- 
ists to better exploit 
Vietnamese workers is a 
waste of the valuable ener- 
gy of the American working 
class. A better use of a 
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mass strike by saan ieee “Ride: thts Anenasint eanetaahe: Ag 


—workers-would be-oné of 
seizing factories, estab- 
lishing workers’ councils 
and putting the result- 
ing power to use in the 
building of a revolution- 
ary International. This 
we would agree with. .We 
also advocate mass strikes 
in times of crisis for 
the working class. For 
instance, in a case where 
major trade union leaders 
are ‘arrested as part of 
a government attack on the 
working class or aganist 
the wage controls. But 
not, we repeat, as a tac- 
tic designed to aid the 
South Vietnamese bour- 
geots netionalist revolu- 
tion. 
3. Poliiterl Revolution 
in Nortin Vieimam 

Some Srotskyist groups 
and incividuals, in mo- 
ments cf excrese militan- 
cy, will whisper this one 
about (mostly as a way of 
genrufiecting to the old, 


half-hearted anti-Stalin- 


ist treditions of the 
Trotskyist movement. But 
they will never say what 
they mean. They will nev- 
er ady-rce concrete forms 
for their sentiments. This 
again is because they 
think that North Vietnam 
is just a fine little 
country, in spite of the 
fact that the workers are 
not in control, are lied 
to by their state capital- 
ist bosses-and are sent 
off to die in South Viet- 
nam to further the in- 
terests of their state 
capitalist bosses. 

It is a favorite Trot- 
skyist line, when speak- 
ing of their disagreements 
with the North Vietnamese 
government, to say that 
the "Stalinist bureaucra- 
cy" in North Vietnam de- 
liberately attempts to 
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democratic slogans. We 
say this is tyoical of 
Capitalists anywhere. They 
are not attempting to ‘hide. 
class issues any more 
than others of their ilk. 
They are just ‘run-of-the-. 
mill, very ardent, bour- 
geois naticnalists, 

In reference to this 


» slogan for political rev- 


olution the:Revolution- 
ary Workers-Group has a 
concrete program for wor- 
kers' socialist revolu- 
tion in North and South 
Vietnam which will be 


‘contained in this article. 


4. Aid from the USSR and 
Peoples Republic of China 
This is cniv azother 

example of the Trotsky- 
ist habit.of caliing for 
something which they know 
will not coma 

der the cir 
(Nixon's «rips to Peking 
and Moscow) sad which is 
not really desirable in 
the first place. They 
usually de this in the 
name of "education," that 
is, calling upon the fox--.. 
to eat the chicken in or- 
der to demonstrate to the 
chicken the bankrupt con- 
dition of the fox. To the 
worker with his wits about 
him, this type of educa- . 
tion will be extremely 
illuminating as to the 
bankrupt condition of 
Trotskyist Ronse Eee the- 
ory. 

In reality, this slogan ; 
calls for the USSR and Chi- 
na, imperialist countries 
Like the US, to give aid 


“to the atid bour- 


geoisie in the further _ 
exploitation of Vietnam- 
ese workers and peasants, 
This slogan commits the 
unpardonable--it. chooses 
sides in what is ulti- 


‘mately an inter-imperial- 


ist conflict, when it 


should be on the side of’ 


“the-working class. 


So there it is--the 


Trotskyist program for 
_.the Indochina War--an ex<-"~ 


ercise in political con- ~~ 


fusion. If carried out it 


_. will mean only further de- 


feat for the Indochinese 
working class. It does not 


further the independent 


stand of the proletariat: 
one iota. 
To explain it another 


way: In South Vietnam at 


the present time, there 
are no truly Marxist wor- 


_kers, but there are wor- 


kers, some with trade union 
consciousness and some 
with subjectively revo- 
lutionary intentions, and 
they are imprisoned anit” 
executed. Their political 
literature is suppressed. 
Their trade unions are 
suppressed at every turn. 
They along with less ad- 
vanced workers, are ex- 
ploited mercilessly for 
surplus value. 

When and if the PRG-NLF 
gains political power, it 
is true that because the --- - 
state capitalist method of 
production is within nar- 
row limits, a more effi- 
cient method of organizing 
capitalist production, 
the life conditions of the 
average Vietnamese may im- 
prove a little. But in- 
dependent-minded workers 
with subjectively revo- 
lutionary intentions or 
even trade union conscious- 
ness will still be im- 
prisoned and executed. 
Their literature will be 


. suppressed. And workers 
, will still be exploited - ~~ 
for the profit of the 


"Stalinist bureaucracy," 
the ruling bourgeois class. 
Sympotomatic of the 
political degeneracy of 
the American left is the 


face ba ate RA be Bagese 
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International Working 


Women’s Day 


The pages of history show 
that March 8th has been 
an International Working 
Yomen's Day--a day of st 
struggle. In 1857 women 
sorkers in the garment 
industry fought for bet- 
cer worring conditions and 
‘ ten-hour day. In 1908 
“« March 8 women workers 
n New York commemorated 
he 1857 fight with a de- 
onstration demanding the 
‘ote and better working 
onditions. Two years la- 
er March 8 was establish- 
d as international Wo- 
en's Day at the Second 
nternational Conference 
£ Women Socialists held 
nu Copenhagen in 1910. 
ve aim of the proposal 
1troduced by Clara Zet- 
‘nN. was to mobilize wo- 
‘1 in the campaign for 
e& extension of suffrage 
ghts to women. Since its 
iStitution in 1910 the 


activities held have ‘ta- 
ken many forms. Interna- 
tional Women's Day was 
first observed in 1911 in 
Germany, Austria, Denmark 
and Switzerland where spe- 
cial meetings and demon- 
Strations were organized. 
In the words of a promi-~ 
nent leader of the Rus- 
Sian Revolution, Alexan- 
dra Kollontai: 
Germany and Austria...: 
were one seething trem- 
bling sea of women. 
Meetings were organized 
everywhere-in the small 
towns and even in the 
villages. Halls were 
packed so full that 
they had to ask workers 
to give up their places 
to the women. This was 
certainly the first show 
of militancy by ‘the 
working women. Men stayed 
at home with the chil- 
dren for a change, and 


by Elaine Bryce. 


their wives, the cap- 

tive housewives, went 

to meetings. 
It was first observed in 
Russia in 1913 by women 
textile workers in Petro- 
grad and later in 1914 
the activities were extend- 
ed to other cities. Of 
course, in these early 
years under the repres- 
sion of Tsarist rule the 
activities were illegal, 
but .the observance of In- 
ternational Women's Davy 
became an annual event. 
Again, in 1917, the wo- 
men textile workers de- 
monstrated in the streets 
of Petrograd on March 9 
(February 23 by the old 
calendar in use in Russia 
at the time) which trig- 
gered the historic Rus- 
sian Revolution of Feb- 
ruary 1917. Leon Trotsky, 
a Bolshevix ieader, de- 
scribes the events of the 


day in the following: 
The 23rd of February 
was International Wo- 
man’s Day. The social- 
democratic circles had 
intended to mark this 
day in a general manner 
by meetings, speeches, 
leaflets....the women 
textile workers in sev~ 
eral factories went on 
strike, and sent dele- 
gates to the metal wor- 
kers with an appeal for 
support....The over- 
grown breadlines had 
provided the last sti- 
mulus. About 90,000 wor- 
kers, men and women, 
were on strike that day. 
The fighting mood ex- 


pressed itself in demon- . xious glances, waver; 


strations, meetings, 
encounters with the po- 
lice. The movement be- 
gan in the Vyborg dis- 
trict and then crossed 
over to the Petersburg 
side....Woman's Day pas- 
sed successfully with 
enthusiasm and without 
victims. But what it 
concealed in itself, 
no one had guessed even 
by nightfall. 
Trotsky goes on to de- 
scribe how the movement 
grew in the following days 
to include most of the 
industrial workers of 
Petrograd, students, and 
other groups. To the wo- 
men's initial demand for 
"bread" were added the 
slogans: "Down with au- 
tocracy:"' "Down with the 
war:"' The Tsar rallied 
his most reliable forces, 
the Cossacks to disperse 
the masses of demonstrat- 
ors but the workers had 


talked with the Cossacks... 


and the Cossacks had pro- 
mised not to shoot. Disc- 
ipline was breaking down 
among the Tsar's troops 
as they began hesitating- 
ly to align themselves 
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with the revolutionary 
workers. The relationship 
between the workers and 
soldiers was of crucial 
importance. To win over 
the police was an impos- 
sibility; winning over 
the soldiers was essenti- 
al. Trotsky points out 
the militant role the wo- 
men workers played in the 
effort to win over the 
soldier ranks: 
They go up to the cor- 
dons more boldly than 
men, take hold of the 
rifles, beseech, almost 


command: "Put down your 


bayonets-join us." The 
soldiers are excited, 
ashamed, exchange an- 


someone makes up his 

mind first, and the ba- 

yonets rise guiltily 

above the shoulders of 

the advancing crowd. 
After a few initial suc- 
cesses, the uprising 
spread. The workers were 
counting on a victory and 
so became bolder, more 
aggressive. But the Tsar- 
ist government was esca- 
lating its tactics, also. 
More troops were brought 
into the city. More ar- 
rests were made, including 
five members of the Pet- 
rograd Committee of the 
Bolsheviks. On the fourth 
day the struggle was rais— 
ed to a decisive level. 
The soldiers were strict-— 
ly ordered to shoot and 
some obeyed. Forty were 
counted dead; more wound- 
ed. 

At this stage, the cri- 
tical element was the 
soldier. The workers con- 
centrated all their en- 
ergies on agitating the 
soldiers into action 
against their officers 
and the government. The 
workers appealed "Come 
with us!--Don't shoot 


your brothers and sisters!" 
While the Tsar threatened 
to send anyone to the 
front who did not shoot 
the "enemy." The soldiers 
were won over to the rev- 
olution but not simply by 
appeals. It was the un- 
flinching determination 

of the workers which con- 
vinced the soldiers that 
this was a struggle to the 
death, not a mere demon- 
stration after which they 
would report back to the 
barracks and face their 
officers. They realized 
that the people intended 


“to have victory at any cost. 


They had to join to make 
certain that victory. On 
the fifth day, one regi- 
ment after another mutinied 
before they could be led 
into the streets. The sol- 
diers united with the 
revolutionary workers and 
thus assured the victory. 
There were a few skirmish- 
es, but by and large, the 
battle was won with the 
winning of the soldiers. 
The triumphant revolution 
of the workers and soldiers 
in Petrograd spread through- 
out the country. The Tsar 
and Tsarina were deposed __ 
but the newly-won power did 
not yet rest in the hands 
of the working class, the 
proletariat. In the first 
days of victory, the So- 
viet of Workers’ and Sol- 
diers' Deputies was formed 
--a council of represen- 
tatives from the factor- 
ies and barracks--which 
became the center of au- 
thority. However, the 
leaders of the Soviet (the 
Mensheviks and Social Rev- 
olutionaries}, faint- 
hearted so-called social- 
ists would feel secure 
only if they could find a 
new "boss" so they handed 
over power to a committee 
of bourgeois liberals, the 


os eae a 


d Provisional Government. 


For several months, the 
Executive Committee of 

the Soviet and the Pro- 
visional Government ex- 
isted side-by-side in an 
unstable system of dual 
power. On the eve of Oc- 
tober when the revolu- 
tionary Bolsheviks gain- 
ed a majority in the So- 
viets the stage was set 
for the seizure of power 
by the working class. This 
was achieved with the 
Bolshevik-led insurrection 
of October (November by 
today's calendar). With 
the seizure of power by 
the workers, women for 
the first time achieved 
substantive equality. How- 
ever, this did not last 
for long. The revolution 
remained isolated and the 
Bolsheviks weakened until 
in 1921 they (like the 
Mensheviks and Social Rev- 
olutionaries in 1917) went 
looking for a new"boss" 
and restored capitalism 
in Russia. 

kk ek Rk 

International Women's 
Day, with the rise of a 
new interest in feminism 
on the part of many women, 
has not seen the militan- 
cy of the women workers 
of Petrograd in 1917. To- 
day's feminists, as one 
might expect, are "cele- 
brating" International 


Women's Day with diver-'...: 


sions like sidewalk fairs 
and festivals. Although 
these activities, to be 
sure, are enjoyable and 
interesting, they are di- 
versions from the real 
struggle that women are 
a part of. That is the 
class struggle. Women 
suffer a special oppres- 
sion in today's society. 
In many cases, they are 
not paid equally for do- 
ing the same work as men. 


They are forced to spend 
needless time with the 
drudgery of housework. And 
they face the same bosses 
in the factories as all 
workers, only at the most 
menial and low-paying jobs. 
However, the root of the 
spectal oppression of wom- 
en is the same as the root 
of the oppression of all 
working people, that is, 
capitalism. The capitalist 
rulers know that it is in 
their interests to keep wo- 
men “in their place." That 
is why women are in that 
place and they will conti- 
nue to stay their as long 
as the capitalists rule. 
We can not speak of the 
liberation of women with- 
out speaking also of a 
worldwide socialist rev- 
olution and the building 
of a socialist society. Of 
course, some noted femi- 
nists like Bella Abzug and 
Shirley Chisholm will find 
their liberation through 
posts in the Democratic 
Party, a few others may be 
able to make their sepa- 
rate peace in communes, 
collectives or feminist 
consciousness raising groups 
and a very few (like Jackie 
Kennedy Onassis) in bour- 
gecis circles have no need 
of either for they suffer 
no exploitation or oppres- 
sion. But then we're not 
talking about the libera- 
tion of women but the li- 
beration of some women. 
No, aZZ women are not 
"sisters." The all impor- 
tant division between bour- 
geoisie and proletariat 
which the feminists do not 
talk about in their strug- 
gles for “equality.” As Len- 
in said, "There is no 
‘equality’, nor can there 
be, of oppressed and op- 
pressor, of exploited and 
exploiter." The masses of 
working women will spend 


March 8th slaving in fac- 
tories making profits for 
others--men and women alike. 
The only answer for these 
women is the struggle for 
socialism in unity with 
their class brothers. 

A very clear distinction 
must be made between the 
feminist ideology and rev-~ 
olutionary Marxist ideo- 
logy. Both claim to be for 
the liberation of women. 
But where revolutionaries 
fight for the unity of the 
working class for the over- 
throw of capitalism and 
the construction of a 
classless society without 
oppression, feminism works 
aganist that unity. 

The ruling class, the 
bourgeoisie, can certainly 
tolerate women getting to- 
gether and trying to end 
their oppression by them- 
selves without attacking 
capitalism. In fact, they 
appreciate the feminist 
ideology because it preaches 
that women must fight iso- 
lated from and against 
men. There is nothing more 
terrifying to the inter- 
national bourgeoisie than 
international working 
class solidarity. Any 
ideology which keeps wor- 
kers separated from each 
other: men from women; 
Black from white; operates 
in the interests of the 
bourgeoisie. Proletarian 
women have no use for fem- 
inism. 

Revolutionary Program For 
The liberation Of Women 

The complete and actual 
emancipation of women will 
be accomplished with the 
destruction of the pil- 
lars of capitalist society. 
That is, with the abolition 
of private ownership of 
the land and factories and 
the establishment of a 
workers' republic. Only 
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Group 


srsilonai 
Workers 


- by David Ross 


. "The liberation of the workers can 
only be the deed of the working — 


&Elaine Bryce 


The Revolutionary Workers 
Group has its origins in 
the Trotskyist movement. 
We were first formed as 
the Revolutionary Workers 
Faction of the Class 
Struggle League a Trotsky- 
ist split-off from the 
petty bourgeois Socialist 
Workers Party. The Class 
Struggle League which ; 
fought against the bour- 
geois program of the 
Socialist Workers Party 
as the Leninist Faction 
left the SWP in October, 
1972. The LF/CSL had held 
a convention in August at 
which it elaborated its 
program. The program out- 
lined at that convention 
was the most left of all 
the Trotskyist organiza- 
tions in the United States. 
The. Comrades who went on 

to form the Revolutionary 
Workers Faction were among 
the strongest supporters 
of this program at that 
time. This is because we 
had nothing to compare it 
to save the various other 
centrist and reformist 
programs around the Amer- 


ican Left. 

Shortly after the Aug- 
ust convention two Com- 
rades began to develop 
differences with the LF/ 
CSL line. This was a re- 
sult of the great inter- 
est in theoretical and 
practical questions a- 
roused by the fight in 
the SWP. Comrade Jon 
Sprague in Madison wrote 
a letter to the Central 
Committee of the LF/CSL 
on the question of trade 
union work. The LF/CSL 
had adopted the position 
that independent trade 
union caucuses should be 
built on the Trotskyist 
Transitional Program. 
Comrade Sprague wrote that 
to be consistent, not 
only should the party cau- 
cuses be based on the 
transitional program but 
that they s ould be party: 
caucuses, controlled by 
the Party and open only 
to Party members. He also 
wanted to make it clear 
that the program'for the 
trade unions was not a 
sub-program, but the 


elass itself.” 


-Karl Marx 


Party's entire program. 

The Central Committee prom- 
ised to answer this letter 
which was written in Aug- 
ust 1972.» At the time of 
our departure from the 

CSL everyone was still 
waiting for the answer (Marc 
1973). 

At the same time that 
Comrade Sprague was re- 
thinking the trade union 
question, Comrade Ross.in - 
Chicago began to take 
another look at the Rus- 
sian Question. The SWP. 
had always frowned upon 
studying the history of the 
movement: with a critical 
eye. It was always, "Here 
were the good guys and there 
were the bad guys." Upon 
studying SWP Internal 
Bulletins from the 1939-40 
faction fight, Comrade ' 
Ross. came to the conclusion 
that it was the Shachtman 
minority, who had been right 
and:not the Cannon-Trotsky 
majority. Comrade Ross 
then. wrote a letter to the 
Central Committee advising 
them of the fact that he 
was opposed to the uncondi- 


rional defense of the So- 
det Union although he 
still felt that it was a 

_ degenerated workers' state 
and that he was preparing 
a document on the question. 
Both the Comrades in Madi-~ 
son and Chicago then took 
up a study and discussion 
of the nature of the Soviet 
Union and its defense. 

The Comrades first came 

to the conclusion tka : 

the Soviet Union was a 
bureaucratic collectivist 
state and that it should 
only be defended against 
imperialist attack. Com- 
rade Sprague then con- 
cluded that the Soviet 
Union should be defended 
unconditionally no matter 
who attacked whom, because 
bureaucratic collectivism 
was progressive vis a vis 
capitalism. This resulted 
in the dissolving of the 
tendency which had begun 
to crystallize around the 
questions. Comrades 
Sprague, Diane Baldwin and 
Elaine Bryce standing for 
defensism and Comrade 

Ross for defeatism. 

After further discus- 
sions and study all four 
Comrades came to the con- 
clusion that the Soviet 
Union was not bureaucratic 
collectivist but state 
capitalist. However, 
Comrades Sprague and 
Baldwin still maintained 
that it should be defended 
in a war with the United 
States because it was 
“conjuncturally progress 
sive." 

Finally all the Comrades 
were won to the position 
that the state capitalist 
Soviet Union should not 
be defended. The Comrades 
then informed the Central 
Committee of their inten- 
tion to form a tendency. 
A brief flurry of cor- 


respondence ensued and 

the Comrades responding to 
pressure from the CC de- 
cided not to form a tea- 
dency but to wait to see 
how the discussion went. 
Comrade Ross was the only 
Comrade to oppose this 
move on the two grounds 
that the issues were 
serious enough and that 
the grouping was function- 
ing as a tendency anyway. 
The grouping now had 
differences not only on 
the Russian Question and 
the trade union question 
(to which Comrade Ross had 
been won from the centrist 
position of calling for 
caucuses independent of 
the party and based on a 
sub-trade union program), 
but also on the call for 
a Labor Party and on the 
national question. 

Shortly after the deci- 
sion not to form a ten- 
dency the grouping “drafted 
the statement From Trot- - 
skytsm to Marxism, This 
document was comsidered 
by the grouping to be a 
basic statement of their 
differences with Trotsky- 
ism historically. At the 
same time that these Com- 
rades were moving away 
from Trotskyism the Class 
Struggle League leadership 
was moving in a rightward 
direction. After the 
August Convention the CSL 
had had a perspective 
of fusion with the 
Spartacist League, an 
orthodox left Trotskyist 
grouping. However, as the 
CSL leadership moved away 
from orthodox Trotskyism, 
they moved away from the 
Spartacist League and 
teward the Vanguard News- 
letter, a Trotskyist 
grouping whose major pro- 
gramatic difference with 
the Spartacist League-is 
_—. 


~: 


its unbridled trade union 
opportunism. Four Comrades 
in the CSL then split from 
the CSL to join the Spar- 
tacist League. In their 
resignation statement 
they cogently pointed out 
that the development of 
the state capitalist group- 
ing within the CSL would 
push the CSL closer and 
closer to the Vanguard 
Newsletter. 

This prediction came 
true sooner than anyone 
expected. The Class 
Struggle League and the 
Vanguard Newsletter passed 
out a joint leaflet to the 
Spartacist League Convention 
held in November 1972. In 
this leaflet the CSL leader- 
ship totally embraced the 
Vanguard Newsletter's trade 
union opportunism and 
called the Spartacist 
League trade union position 
which was the CSL's paper 
position) sectarian ulti- 
matism. Comrades Sprague, 
Baldwin, Ross and Bryce ther 
wrote an article denouncing 
the rightward motion 
evidenced in the leaflet. 
Not only had the leaflet 
denounced the CSL's trade 
union politics as sectarian 
ultimatism, but it announced 
to the Spartacist League 
and all those attending 
the convention that the 
Class Struggle League and 
Vanguard Newsletter were 
in the process of fusing. 
This announcement was 
made before it had been. 
announced to the ranks of 
the Class Struggle League 
itself (mot to mention the 
National Committee of 
which both Comrades Sprague 
and Ross were members). 

Shortly after the writing 
of this statement, the 
Comrades who held the state 
capitalist position came to 
the conclusion that it had 
—_. _. Continued.an~page 32 
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From Trotsk 


- OpenLetter from the 


Revolutionary Workers Group 


to all Trotskyists 


yism to 


1. In October, 1917 the proletariat in 
Russia conquered power under the lead- 
ership of the Bolshevik Party. 

2. The proletariat remained in power 
for the four year period from 1917 to 
1921. The close of the ‘civil war" in 
1921 did not mark the victory of the 
working class but instead marked the 
mutual devastation of both the indus- 
trial bourgeoisie and the industrial 
proletariat. 

3. By 1921 the basic social power fell 
into the hands of peasant capitalists, 
black marketeers and the proprietors 
of light industry. Small-scale capital- 
ist relations sprung up like weeds on 
the back of the deep-going social cri- 
sis. 

4. The New Economic Policy was the le- 
galization of the restoration of pri- 
vate capitalist production. While the 
Bolsheviks described the NEP as a tac- 
tical retreat dictated by events, it 
actually represented a principled re- 
treat, a programatic crossing of class 
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lines. If events dictated the restora- 
tion of capitalist property, which they 
partially did in the form of the black 
market and peasant capitalism, then the 
task of revolutionaries was to begin or- 
ganizing the workers exploited by those 
relations to overthrow them. The Bolshe- 
viks, under the leadership of Lenin and 
Trotsky, chose instead to remain in pow- 
er by administering capitalism. 

5. The workers' state itself underwent 
a qualitative transformation in 1921: 
it became an instrument for defending 
bourgeois relations. That is, it became 
a bourgeois state, 

6. The underlying reasoning of Trotsky 
(one of the earliest advocates of the 
NEP) rested on the theory that the Bol- 
sheviks could maintain the dictatorship 
of the class even without the popular 
rule of the workers. They would guard 
the “conquests of October" despite the 
sinking of the proletariat itself into 
a political coma. Thus factions were ban- 
ned in the party (1921) and the slogan 


of workers' soviets was put on the shelf 
until some later date when the workers 

would once again prove worthy of wor- 
kers democracy. 

7. But the notion of a revelittonary 
party rising above ‘its class is an op- 
tical illusion. In reality the Bolshe- 
viks became an instrument in the ser- 
vice of the enemy class. That is, a wor- 
kers' party administering a capitalist 
state. 

8. Trotsky promised the workers that 
the harsh undemocratic regime of the 
Bolsheviks was only a temporary mea- 
sure. But as always, the program proved 
more powerful than the intentions of its 
authors. From the time of the NEP on- 
ward, Trotsky piesa ar an inveterate cen- 
trist’, 

9. We saiatatn | as did Marx and ani; 
that the very heart of the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat is the popular 
rule of the workers for the purpose of 
suppressing the bourgeoisie. Inseparable, 
also, from the concept of the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat is the presence 
of workers’ democratic control of the 
process of production. It may not always 
be possible, but it is always what we 
are for. Neither suppressing workers' 
democracy, nor defending capitalism are 
"tactical" questions for revolutionary 
Marxists. 

10. Alongside the restoration of pri- 
vate capitalist production, the Bolshe- 
viks also set up giant financial trusts 
which controlled the flow of capital in 
the nascent state sector of the econ- .. 
omy. These administrators, though still 
devoid of political power in 1921, were 
the embryo of the state bourgeoisie. 

11. The Bolsheviks appointed this sec- 
tion of the bourgeoisie. Of course, the 
Party still appeared to be the real pow- 
er in society since the Nepmen, the ku- 
laks and the state administrators all 
seemed to be dependent on the goodwill 
of these commanders of the Red Army, 
t.@., the government party. But the 
program of this party inexorably sub- 
ordinated it to the capitalists and not 
the other way around. As Marxists we 
hold that political power is always 
subordinate to social power. 

12. The Bolsheviks had not risen above 
society as the sole commanding stratum 
(as Deutscher maintains), as if one 
could hold the proletarian dictatorship 


in trust for the proletariat. In the 
period of 1921-1924 the Party paved the 
road to exile,.prison and labor camps 
at the hands of the bourgeoisie, where 
most of the old cadre were to end up. 

13. In the period of 1921-1928, with 
the gradual recovery of large-scale com- 
modity production in the state sector, 
the large trusts which oversaw the ac- 
cumulation of capital in this sector 
violently gained the political power in 
the CPSU that they needed to match the 
social power that had been handed to 
them on a silver platter back in 1921. 
The civil war in 1928 was a political 
revolution which marked the transforma- 
tion of Russian economy from private 
capitalism to state capitalism.. 

14. In 1922, the Workers Truth group 
in the Soviet Union wrote that the main 
outcome and achievement remaining from 
the October Revolution was that it had 
“opened up broad perspectives for the 
rapid transformation of,,Russia into an 
advanced capitalist country." We agree 
one hundred percent with this statement. 
In fact, not only has Russia progressed 
to advanced capitalist status, but by the 
end of the Second Imperialist World War, 
it stood alongside the United States as 
the world's two top imperialist powers. 
This, in fact, was the essence of the 
"Cold War." It was not a diplomatic 
struggle. between two class camps, as 
the Stalinists (and the Trotskyists) 
would have it, but the moves and coun- 
termoves of two imperialist powers and 
their respective spheres of influence. 
15. China, Cuba, Yugoslavia, North Viet- 
nam, North Korea and the "Buffer States" 
are all state capitalist. There was. nev- 
er a dictatorship of the proletariat _ 
in these countries, and thus they were 
never workers’ states ee or — 
erwise). 

16. One of the major events after the 
war which accelerated the decomposition 
of (centrist) Trotskyism into (reform- 
ist) Pabloism was the winning of state 
power by the Chinese Communist Party. 
How could a reformist Stalinist party 
successfully create a workers' state? 
Pablo's response to this (artificial) 
dilemma was to negate the historical 
necessity for. the vanguard party. In 
fact, the Chinese question is falsely 
posed by orthodox Trotskyism on two 
counts.: First of all, the CCP did not 
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create a workers’ state because the 
"new" state continued to defend bour- 
geois property rights. Secondly, the 

CCP unlike the mass Stalinist parties 

in Europe was a petty bourgeois party. 
It had its base not in the working class 
but in the peasantry and the urban in- 
telligentsia. Not only were its immed- 
late perspectives bourgeois, but its 
ultimate goals were based on the "bloc 
of four classes" coming to power and not 
the workers. Thus, its total program did 
not go beyond radical bourgeois con- 
ceptions. Once it had political power 

in its hands, however, it expropriated 
the old bourgeoisie and (for the bu- 
reaucrats) fulfilled the lifelong dream 
of the petty bourgeois: it transformed 
itself into a new bourgeoisie based on 
State capitalist property forms. Sin- 
ilarly, all the Stalinist parties which 
based themselves on the peasantry (Viet- 
nam, Korea, Yugoslavia, etc.) were pet- 
ty bourgeois parties. 

17. The ideology of the state capital- 
ist class is to equate state property 
with socialism, thereby denying the ex- 
istence of a working class. The corrol- 
ary of this is, of course, to deny the 
validity of independent working class 
organizations. 

18. The essential theoretical prepara- 
tion for the revolution in Russia, Chi- 
na, etc. today is to break down this 
equation to the workers and to develop 
the class consciousness of the prole- 
tariat. 

19. This task can not be accomplished 
by Trotskyism. The working class in cap- 
italist countries exists as a class-in- 
itself, as a class exploited by capital. 
It consists of those who produce surplus 
value for the bourgeoisie. 

20. When the working class abolishes. 
capital it abolishes itself as a class-. 
in-itself. The working class does not 
have an independent existence outside 
of the independent existence of capi- 
tal. When it seizes power it abolishes 
itself as a class. As Engels writes: 

The proletariat takes political pow- 
er and turns the means of production in 
the first instance into state prop- 
erty. But in doing this it abolishes 
itself as proletariat, abolishes all 
class distinctions and class antagon- 

isms, and abolishes also the state 

as state. (Anti-Duhring, p. 301) 
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21. Does the proletariat exist in the 
dictatorship of the proletariat? Yes, 
but only in the sense of a class-for-it- 
self, only in so far'as it continues to 
struggle against the world bourgeoisie. 
Its existence becomes a subjective ques- 
tion. Thus, class-in-itself and class- 
for-itself, except in periods of impen- 
ding civil war, are mutually exclusive 
states. 

22. If the proletariat in Russia has in- 
deed eradicated capitalism, and is no 
longer class conscious (as both Trotsky- 
ists and Stalinists maintain), then the 
Stalinists are more consistent in main- 
taining that there are no classes. 

23.-Trotskyism is a left split-off from 
Stalinism -- but without a solid theoret- 
ical basis. A confused leftward impulse 
can not make a revolution. 

24. Only the theory of state capitalism 
offers a valid opposition to the theory 
of socialism in one country. 

25. Trotsky's theory of degenerated 
workers’ states represents a fundamental 
departure from historical materialism. 

26. The second major revision of Marxism 
contained within the Trotskyist program 
is concerning the national question. 
There are in this case two fundamental 
errors: the theory of "permanent revolu- 
tion" and more importantly a reversion 
to the two-stage theory of revolution in 
times of war. 

27. The essence of "permanent revolution" 
is that the tasks of the bourgeois rev- 
olution can only be carried out through 
the victory of the proletariat under the 
leadership of the vanguard party. This 
is wrong on two counts. First: events 
subsequent to the Russian Revolution have 
proven that the socialist revolution was 
not necessary to carry out agrarian reform 
(expropriation of the landed aristocracy) 
and national independence in Yugoslavia, 
China, Korea, Vietnam, Cuba and the "Buf- 
fer States." Second: the task of the pro- 
letarian socialist revolution is not to 
achieve bourgeois—- democracy, but to sup- 
ersede bourgeois democracy and institute 
proletarian democracy. In the epoch of 
imperialist decay the tasks of the bour- 
geois revolution do not become the tasks 
of the revolutionary proletariat, along 
with proletarian socialist tasks. The 
bourgeois national tasks are superseded 
by the proletarian socialist tasks. 

28. In light of this it becomes clear 


that revolutionaries do not call for 
Constituent Assemblies. A Constituent 
Assembly is in essence a bourgeois par- 
liament. We counterpose to the call - 
for a Constituent Assembly the call 

for workers' and peasants' councils. ° 
Likewise we do not call for "land to 
the peasants." This slogan, as Rosa 
Luxemburg pointed out in her critique 
of the Bolsheviks in the Russian Revo- 
lution is a call for capitalist agri- 
culture. To this bourgeois-democratic 
demand we counterpose the proletarian 
socialist demand of "Expropriate the 
landlords under the control of the 
workers' and peasants’ councils!" Along 
with this goes our opposition to the 
Fourth International's call for a re- 
public in Italy and Greece after the 
Second Imperislist World War. We coun- 
terpose to this call the call for a 
workers’ rep»blic and the Socialist 
United States of Eutope. 

29. The second major revision on the 
national question concerns military 
support to the "national" bourgeoisie 
against imperialism, and alone with this 
military support to pooular fronts ag- 
ainst Fascism. The working class must 
be broken from the bourgecisie. This is 
the task of revolutionaries. It is our 
job to point out that the workers will 
be no better off if they are merely ex- 
ploited by their "own" bourgeoisie than 


they are under imperialist exploitation. 


All wars are periods of grest flux and 
crisis. We must intervene with the slo- 
gan of independent workers’ militias and 
the struggle against both bourgeoisies. 
An excellent example is that of the SWP 
Minority (1939-40) on the Finnish events 
of 1939: no support to either the Fin- 
nish bourgeoisie or the invading Soviet 
troops, but for a revolutionary strug- 
gle against both. vt: 

30. For instance, today the task of 
revolutionaries vis-a-vis the Vietnam 
war is to call on the Vietnamese wor- 
kers and peasants to organize indepen- 
dently and struggle against both the US 
and ARVN troops andagainst the DRVN 
and NLF troops. 

31. The Trotskyist position of mili-— 
tary support to the bourgeoisie is con- 
ditional support to the -two stage theory 
of revolution: In times of war we sup- 
port the bourgeoisie. We call for their 
victory today and the victory of the 


ye 


proletariat tomorrow. This is an utterly 
false policy and can only lead to the 
prostration of the proletariat at the 
feet of its "own" bourgeoisie a la the 
Social-Democrats and the Stalinists. 
The concrete question posed throughout 
the world today (not just in the advanced 
countries, but the colonial and semi- 
colonial countries as well) is workers' 
power or capitalist power. We must wage 
a struggle for the former; a struggle 
which can not be successful by support- 
ing the capitalists. 

32.Along with our opposition on the 
colonial question is our opposition to 
military support to the democratic bour- 
geoisie and their popular fronts against 
Fascism. The democratic bourgeoisie is 
not ever and always democratic, but can 
easily turn on the workers and institute 
a Fascism of its own when it finds it 
propitious. We call on the workers to 
break from the popular front and strug- 
gle against it. We do not support the 
victory of the popular front, but the 
victory of the working class. The two are 
mutually exclusive. We must point out 
that the democratic capitalists, no less 
so than the Fascists, are the enemies of 
the proletariat and must be struggled 
against snd defeated concurrent with the 
struggie against the Fascists. 

33. As we stated above, in the epoch of 
imperiaiist decay national questions 

are superseded by class questions; bour- 
geois-democratic tasks are superseded 
by proletarian socialist tasks. Thus, 

it is our opinion that the question 


of the right of nations to a separate state 


obfuscates the class questions if raised 
to an agitational level. This, as Rosa 
Luxemburg pointed out, was an error on 
the part of the Bolsheviks which 
strengthened bourgeois nationalism and 
divided the workers of the Russian Em . 
pire rather than bringing them together. 
We hold that the question of separation 
and statehood should be restricted to the 
general, propagandistic, programatic 
level, t.e., we support the right of 

all nations to have their own state. We 
do not agitate around this right, nor 
zero in on the right of a particular na- 


_ tion (e.g. Palestine). Our task is to 


unite the workers of all nations in the 
struggle against capitalism. To agitate 
around this aspect of the national ques- 
tion obfuscates the class question and - 
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reinforces national divisions within 
the proletariat.’ 

34. There is only one. revolutionary 
leadership forthe working class. That 
is the vanguard party...The party inter- 
venes in ‘various situations such as 
electtotis; united fronts, conferences, 
etc. with its :pregram, the revolution- 
ary program. To do otherwise is to shirk 
the tasksrimposed upon it by histor- 
ical’ necessity. ; 

35. The party intervenes in the trade 
unions through its party fractions. This 
is a direct intervention of the party 
with its full program. Of course, we 
do not raise every position.on every 
leaflet or in every statement. While we 
may enter caucuses not based on the 
party's program, we do not initiate 
such caucuses. The caucuses which we 
build are in fact only caucuses in their 
relationship to the trade unions. Our 
caucuses are organizationally and pol- 
itically subordinate to the party. Cau- 
cus membership is restricted to party 
members. For those advanced workers who 
are attracted to our politics, but do 
not wish to join the party, we organize 
propaganda circles which would parti- 
cipate actively in conjunction with 
the party fraction at trade union in- 
terventions. x 

36. We oppose the call for a Labor’ 
Party. Likewise, we oppose electoral 
activity in general. While participation 
in elections or giving critical support 
to another working class party is not 
unprincipled, it is a tactic which 
should be used only in exceptional cir- 

‘cumstances. Electoral activity tends to 
reinforce the illusions of the wor- 
king class in elections and the bour- 
geois state. Thus, in general, any 
gains made through electoral activity 
are offset by the deadening effect on 
the development of revolutionary con- 

‘sciousness in the working class. Does 
this mean that we oppose the call for 
workers to break from the capitalist 
parties and build their own party? Not 
at all. We call on the workers to join 
‘and build the vanguard party. There are 
not two "parties of the working class." 
There is only one: the vanguard party. 
All other tendencies within the labor 
movement, including a Labor Party, are 
obstacles and must be destroyed by the 
revolutionary workers organized in the 
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vanguard party. 

37. The concept of a Social-—Democratic- 
Stalinist coalition government in Europe 
was put farward by the Fourth Interna- 


‘tional after. the Second Imperialist 


World War. The rationale for this posi- 
tion was that these parties would then 


. prove to the workers that they did not 


deserve their support. However, rather 
than calling on the workers to support 
these unsupportable parties, the Fourth 
International should have called on the 
workers to break from them. Had the 
Fourth International been revolutionary, 
it would have pointed out that the So-. 
cial-Democrats and Stalinists were sell- 
outs and did not deserve the support 

of the working class. When the workers 
are sold‘out by a Social-Democratic, 
Stalinist or Labor Party they will re- 
member not only the party which sold 
them out, but also the party that told 
them to put the sellouts in office. 

38. We do not initiate united fronts. 
While we participate in united fronts 
called by other organizations, it is not 
our task to organize a forum for the re- 
formist parties. We do, however, initi- 
ate united demonstrations around slogans 
which we can support. We also initiate 
united fronts in trade union situations 
(strikes, etc.) and defense cases. 

39. The concept that a transitional 
demand is a demand which will lead the 
workers to see the necessity of social- 
ism through struggle around that demand, 
is a spontaneist conception. It is only 
through the subjective intervention of 
the vanguard party that the workers will 
see the necessity for socialism. In the 
absence of this subjective intervention 
"transitional demands" will be seen as 
nothing more than reforms of capitalism. 
It is not merely through struggle, but 
through party intervention on the sub- 
jective level, in pointing to the nec- 
essity of the socialist revolution, that 


‘the class consciousness of the prole- 


tariat will be raised. . 

40. In 1921 the Bolshevik Party ceased 
t6 be a revolutionary party. The struggle 
of the Left Opposition and the Interna- 
tional Communist League was a centrist 
struggle and thus doomed to failure. 

The inability of Trotskyism to come to 
grips with reality in the Soviet Union 
sounded its death knell at the moment 
of its birth. The birth of the Fourth 


Raa ed 
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iternational in 1938 was not a momen- 
ous revolutionary occasion, but mere- 
ly the construction of a left-centrist 
international grouping only quantita- 
tively better than the London Bureau. 
41. In 1940 the split in the SWP was 
a split along political class lines. 

_ The revolutionary internationalists 
formed the Workers Party, while the 
centrist defenders of Soviet imperial- 
ism remained in the Socialist Workers 
Party and the Fourth International. 
However, since the bulk of the Workers 
Party cadre were petty bourgeois, had 
been trained in the school of Trotsky- 
ism, maintained the incorrect Bolshe- 
vik program on the national question 
and failed to grapple successfully with 
the class nature of the Soviet Union, 
they were unable to maintain a revolu- 
tionary character throughout the war 
and degenerated to centrism with. their 
support to the "Three Theses" of the 
IKD in 1942. The degeneration of the WP 
continued at a rapid rate until 1948-49 
when they made the plunge into reform- 
ist politics. 

42. In 1947, Nathalia Sedova, Grandizo 
Munis and Benjamin Peret wrote in an 
open letter to the PCI: 

On the other hand, out of the tenden- 
cy supporting the defense of Russia 
if it does not rectify itself, will 
emerge a new reformism, such as was 
already emerging from the "old bol- 
sheviks" when Lenin intervened with 
his April Theses. 
These Comrades who along with the French 
state capitalist minority and the ma- 
jority of the Italian section composed 
the healthiest elements in the Fourth 

International during the post-war pe- 
riod hit the nail right on the head. 

In fact, the "new reformism'" emerged 
at the Third World Congress in 1951 in 
the form of Pabloism. 

43. In 1953 a split occurred in the 
Fourth International. The split entail- 
ed the breaking of the centrist parties 
(SWP, SLL, OCI and their supporters) 
from the reformist Fourth Internation- 
al of Pablc, Frank, Germain and Maitan. 
The SLL, SWP and OCI, true to their 
centrist nature (which by now had be- 
come right-centrism), organized a 
loose federation for international 
collaboration, the International Com- 
mittee. 


44. The Socialist Workers Party became 
a reformist party in 1957 with the 
chasing after of the Gatesites (a right- 
wing split from the Communist Party), 
the organization of a student youth 
group, the calling upon the imperial- 
ists to enforce bourgeofs democracy in 
the South, the perspective that working 
class revolution in the Soviet Union 
could unfold as a series of reforms, and 
the move toward reunification with the 
reformist Fourth International. Its de- 
generation continued as it transformed 
what had been a tactic of orienting to- 
ward students and petty bourgeois layers 
into a strategy. In 1970 with the inven- 
tion of the "New Radicalization" thesis, 
the SWP ceased to be a working class 
party and has since been a petty bour- 
geois party with a bourgeois program. 
45. Even though the Fourth Internation- 
al was never a revolutionary internation~ 
al,’ it is our position that as the va- 
rious centrists and reformists have to- 
tally besmirched its name, and in so far 
as the concept of a Fourth International 
is tied inexorably to Trotskyism, it is 
necessary to call for the building of 
a new, Fifth International. This inter- 
national would, however, not be a Trot- 
skyist International, but an interna- 
tiona; based on revolutionary Marxism. 
46.We encourage all Trotskyists to 
break from Trotskyism and take the road 
of revolutionary Marxism. This is an 
absolute necessity in order to further 
the building of the International Party 
of Revolutionary Workers (Fifth Inter- 
national). Trotskyism or Marxism? Which 


ger — you chesne? 


Trotskyisem 

ts not the 
direct continu- 
tty of Leninism, 
but the continu- 
tty of Lenin's 
theories from 
1921-1923 when 
he, himself had 
broken from 
Lentnism. 
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Lrade Unions Today 
Which Way for the 
Trade Unions?...... 
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When anyone mentions 
trade unions what do we 
usually think of? What 
does a trade union mean 
to us? For many young 
workers (and some of the 
older ones) who have only 
come into contact with 
the heavily bureaucratized 
trade unions of today, a 
trade union is just anoth- 
er organization which 
takes money out of our 
paycheck and gives us no- 
thing in return. Too often 
workers who are fed up 
with conditions in their 
workplace blame not only 
management, but also the 
union itself, not just 
the sell-out union lea- 
dership. Many young wor~ 
kers are saying,"Why do 
I need a union? It doesn't 
do anything for me. It's 
just another part of the 
corrupt establishment." 

While it is true that 
most union leaders (and 
in fact all of the top 
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union leaders) are part 

of the corrupt establish- 
ment and are more inter- 
ested in filling their 
wallets than in serving 
the needs of the workers 
that they supposedly rep- 
resent, that does not nec- 
essarily mean that the 
unions themselves are cor- 
rupt and unnecessary. Wor- 
kers have waged valiant 
and oftentimes violent 
struggles against the cap- 
italists in order to have 
unions. The capitalists 
would like nothing better 
than to have the workers 
decide that they do not 
want unions. This would 
Save the capitalists the 
trouble of smashing them, 
Everyone who feels that 
unions are useless should 
just stop and think how 
far he would get bargain- 
ing with the boss by him- 
self rather then united 
collectively with the 

rest of the workers in 
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his union. Not very far 

no doubt. Just ask the wor- 
kers in the plants that 
have no unions, 

One thing that these 
workers should remember is 
that the trade unions have 
not always been what they 
are today with their pre- 
sent leadership. Nor do 
they have to remain that 
way. Ask some of the old-~ 
timers who were around for 
the militant strike strug- 
gles of the 1930's and the 
formation of the CIO. In 
the '30's the rank-and- 
file workers spearheaded 
the drive to organize un- 
skilled workers in basic 
industry into trade unions. 
It was the rank-and-file 
workers who led the sit- 
down strikes in Flint, 
Michigan which were sig- 
nificant in the birth of 
the United Auto Workers. 
It was rank-and-file mil- 
itants and socialists from 
the Communist Leapue of 


America who led the great 
‘Minneapolis Teamster 
trike of 1934 which 
spearheaded an organiz- 
ing drive in what was then 
the country's most noto- 
rious open shop town. 
Socialists from the Amer- 
ican Workers Party led by 
A.J. Muste led a struggle 
which united both employ- 
ed and unemployed workers 
in the victorious organ- 
izing drive against the 
bosses in the Toledo Au- 
to-Lite strike. Worker 
militants from the Commun- 
ist Party and other rank- 
and-filers shut down the 
city of San Francisco in 
a general strike in de- 
fense of the longshore- 
men. i 

Today if you go to one 
of the regular monthly 
union meetings when there 
is no big contract nego- 
tiation coming up there 
will probably be about 
20 or 30 (mostly older) 
workers out of a local 
numbering in the hundreds. 
Meetings are very short 
with the Local Executive 
Committee ramming through 
recccmendations sometimes 
withcut even a vote, let 
alone discussion. The bu- 
reaucrats use union funds 
to support (illegally) 
various Republican and De- 
mocratic candidates for 
office. They lead (or try 
to) the ranks into move- 
ments which are directly 
counter to the interests 
of the American and inter- 
national working class. 
Two examples of this are 
the Teamster scabbing and 
raiding on the United 
Farmworkers Union and the 
"Buy America" campaign 
endorsed whole-heartedly 
by the leadership of the 
International Ladies’ Gar- 
ment Workers Union and 
most other AFL-CIO bureau- 
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crats. Teamster president 
Frank Fitzsimmons has even 
gone so far as to propose 
a united bloc of the Team- 
sters and the agribusiness 
bosses against the Farm- 
workers. One Teamster of- 
ficial has been quoted as 
saying that,"maybe the 
growers would rather have 
their workers organized 
by a trade union than a 
‘civil rights organiza- 
tion.''' And what about 
the workers? This is just 
one of the grosser exam- 
ples of union bureaucrats 
pointing out that as far 
as they are concerned the 
unions should be for the 
benefit of the bosses and 
to hell with the workers! 
In fact, today the point 
has been reached where the 
union bureaucrats actual- 
ly use the union appara- 
tuses to police the wor- 
kers for the capitalists. 
Leonard Woodcock (UAW), 
George Meany (AFL-CIO 
Pres.), I.W. Abel (Steel- 
workers), Fitzsimmons, and 
Paul Hall (Seafarers) sit 
on Nixon's "labor-manage- 
ment advisory committee" 
(read rubber stamp) to 
the Cost of Living Coun- 
cil which is the new name 
for the Pay Board. Meany, 
Hall, Woodcock, Abel, 
C.L. Dennis (Railway 
Clerks), John Lyons (Iron- 
workers) and Lane Kirkland 
(secretary of the AFL- 
CIO) are all on Nixon's 
Productivity .Commission. 
The task of this Commis- 
sion is to extract as 
much work using as few 
workers as possible (the 
rest going on unemploy- 
ment until they have to 
become "welfare chisel- 
ers") at the least possi- 
ble expense for the cap- 
italists. Such is the 
role that the labor bu- 
reaucrats play today (of 


course their role was no 
better in the past, except 
that then the unions were 
a little more democratic 
and they were forced by 
rank-and-file pressure to 
do a little for the wor- 
kers). In fact, they have 
gone so far as to have one 
of their own, Peter Bren- 
nan of the New York build- 
ing trades unions, sit in 
Nixon's cabinet as Secre- 
tary of Labor. Brennan 
won't do much more than sit 
though. He'll have about 
as much to say about labor 
policy as Secretary of 
State what's-his-name 
(it's not Kissinger) has 
to say about foreign po- 
licy. 

What about unions in 
"the good old days?" There 
were, of course, all kinds 
of trade unions in the 
past. Those which were most . 
militant were those which 
organized industrial wor- 
kers. In 1905 the Indus- 
trial Workers of the World 
was founded in Chicago. 
The Preamble of the In- 
dustrial Workers of the 
World adopted at the foun- 
ding convention begins: 

The working class and 

the employing class have 

nothing in common. There 
can be no peace so long 
as hunger and want are 
found among millions of 
working people and the 
few, who make up the em- 
ploying class, have all 
the good things in life. 
Between these two clas- 
ses a struggle must go 
on until all the toilers 
come together on the 
political as well as on 
the industrial field, and 
take and hold that which 
they produce by their 
labor through an econ- 
omic organization of the 
working class without 
affiliation with any po- 
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litical party. 
The economic organization 
which the IWW referred 
to was, of course, the 
IWW, a trade union. How- 
ever, while economic or- 
ganizations must take po- 
litical stands, they them- 
selves can not be the po- 
litical instrument for 
overthrowing the rule of 
the capitalists. A poli- 
tical instrumént is nec- 
essary for that. That in- 
strument is the revolu- 
tionary party. The IWW 
was opposed to political 
parties as a reaction to 
the concentration of the 
Socialist Party on elec- 
toral politics. They pro- 
posed instead to organize 
the workers at the point 
of production and through 
this revolutionary trade 
union overthrow the bosses 
and proceed to the build- 
ing of a workers' repub- 
lic. This belief in rev- 
olutionary trade unionism 
without political parties 
is what the communist © 
movement has referred to 
as revolutionary syndical- 
ism. While its intentions 
are revolutionary, it 
does not see the correct 
method for bringing about 
that revolution. The Com- 
munist (Third) Interna- 


tional had this to say 

about syndicalism at its 

Second Congress: 
The Communist Interna- 
tional decisively re- 
jects the view that the 
proletariat can accom- 
plish its revolution 
without having an inde- 
pendent political party 
of its own....Political 
power cannot be seized, 
organized, and operated 
except through a poli- 
tical party.... 

...The propaganda con- 

ducted by the revolu- 


tionary syndicalists and 


adherents of the Indus- 
trial Workers of the 
World (IWW) against the 
necessity for an inde- 
pendent workers’ party 
objectively therefore 
helped and helps only 
to support the bour- 
geoisie and the coun- 
ter-revolutionary 'so- 
cial-democrats'. In 


their propaganda against 
a communist party, which 


they want to replace by 


trade unions or by form- 


less 'general' workers' 


unions, the syndicalists 


and IWW come close to 


the avowed opportunists. 


After the defeat of- the 


1905 revolution the’ Rus- 
sian mensheviks for many 


years advocated the idea 
of a en-entled workers’ — 
congress which was to 
replace the revolution- 
ary party of the working 
class....The revolution- 
ary syndicalists and IWW 
are anxious to fight 
against the dictatorship 
of the bourgeoisie,. but 
do not know how. They 
fail to grasp that with- 
out an independent po- 
litical party the working 
class is a body without 

a head. 

Revolutionary syndical- 
ism and industrialism 
mark a step forward only 
in comparison with the 
old, musty, counter-rev- 
olutionary ideology of 
the Second International. 
But in comparison with 
revolutionary Marxism, 
i.e. with communism, 
syndicalism and indus- 
trialism are a step 
backward.... 

The working class cannot 
win victory. over the bour- 
geoisie by, the general 
strike alone...The pro- 
letariat must resort to 
armed insurrection. Who- 
ever has grasped that 
must also understand that 
an organized political 
party is essential, that 
formless workers’ unions 
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Revolutionary Workers Group Program for the Trade Unions 


INDEPENDENCE OF THE TRADE UNIONS 


FROM THE STATE! 


DEMOCRATIC RANK-AND-FILE CONTROL OF 


THE TRADE UNIONS! 


NO SUPPORT TO CAPITALIST GOVERNMENTS! 
INTERNATIONAL WORKING CLASS SOLIDAR- 


TTY: 
A SLIDING SCALE OF WAGES AND HOURS-- 
JOBS FOR ALL! 
ORGANIZE THE UNORGANIZED AND THE 
UNEMPLOYED! 
ARMED WORKERS' DEFENSE GUARDS! 
END THE SPECIAL OPPRESSION OF WOMEN! 
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* END THE SPECIAL OPPRESSION OF BLACKS, 


LATINS AND OTHER MINORITIES: 


* END COMPANY-CONTROLLED SENIORITY 


SYSTEMS--FULL RIGHTS FOR YOUNG 


WORKERS: 
* NATIONALIZATION OF ALL INDUSTRY, 


TRANSPORTATION, ETC. UNDER THE 


COLLECTIVE CONTROL OF THE ENTIRE . 


WORKING CLASS! 


* BUILD THE INTERNATIONAL PARTY OF 


REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS . (FIFTH 


INTERNATIONAL)! 
* A WORKERS’ REPUBLIC: 


internationa 
orkers’ 
ovement: 
Short 
istory 


Part One: 
Why Build an 
international? 


i * 


‘The international workers' movement has had 
a long and stormy history. Many parties and 
‘organizations have struggled for’ hegemony 
over the movement to overthrow capitalism, 
and today is no exception. Class conscious 
“workers in the United States and-around the 
world are faced with a myriad of organiza- 
tions, all claiming to be the instrument by 
which capitalism will be overthrown and re-- 
' placed by socialism. Some of these organiza~ 
tions claim historic continuity with one or 


more.of the various organizations which have - 


spearheaded the socialist movement since the 
mid-nineteenth century. Obviously only one 


of the various methods and schemas proposed. :' 


by the various parties can be the correct 
method in achieving our goal: the destruc- 
tion of capitalism on q world scale and the 
building of socialism. It is important to 


. mits Tt ee 

remember that ‘capibal ten must 5 {03 
stroyed everywhere before socialism ca 
be achieved. We have seen the impossib 
ility of building "socialism in one 
country" in the Soviet Union, China, 
and Cuba (to mention only the three 
most common ‘examples of "communist so- 
elety"). This is not the "socialism" o 
"communism" which we want or need. In 
fact, it is just another form of cap- 
italism, state capitalism. It is nec- 
essary for the international working 
class to do more than replace one grou; 
of exploiters with another. 

The purpose of this pamphlet is to 


outline briefly a history of the inter - 


national workers’ movement since the 


founding of the International Working~ 


men's Association (First International 
by Karl Marx in 1864 until the present 
I also intend to prove the necessity 
of building a new international revo- 
lutionary workers’ party. None of the 
so-called "revolutionary. internation- . 
als" in existence can serve the purpos. 
for which they were ostensibly organiz: 
We must build our party on the firm © 
foundations provided by the revolution. 
ary work of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Lux- 
emburg, Trotsky and others. We must un 
derstand not only their achievements, 
but also their errors, for as Marx 
wrote in The 18th Brwnatre of Louis 
Bonaparte : 
‘Hegel remarks somewhere that all 
‘facts and personages of great im- 
portance in world history occur, as 
it were, twice. He forgot to add: 
the first time as tragedy, the se- 
cond as farce. (p. 15) : 
This, of course, is not to say that th 
entire work of these great revolu- 
tionaries was tragic (nor even a sig- 
nificant part of it, with the excep- 
tion of Trotsky). However, we must re- 
member that they were human and even 
armed with the correct method and pro- 
gram, humans do make mistakes. Marx, 
Engels, Lenin, Luxemburg and Trotsky 
were no exceptions. Marxism is not a 


’ religion. We'have no need for saints. 


“The byilding of an international rev- 


* olutionary, workers' party is no easy 
‘task. It is tot to be done in a hap- 


hazard and- pragmatic manner. That is, 
we can not say, “Well, we ate an inter- 
national revolutionary workers' party. 
We have no real program or theoretical 
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understanding of the tasks 
before us, but, no mat- 
ter, we will do whatever 
seems to work as problems 
confront us." At first 
glance this may seem : 
strange. Why not do "what 
seems to work?" some may 
ask. The answer is simple, 
What may work as an indi- 
vidual instance abstract- 
ed out of the historic 
conflict of class forces 
on a world scale, quite 
often ends up acting as 

a break on the develop- 
ment.of the class struggle. 
This method is a slipshod 
make-do method and can 
only lead to eventual de- 
feat. As we shall see la- 
ter on the pragmatists 
have consistently moved 
farther and farther away 
from the class struggle 
and closer and closer to 
the class enemy. It is, 
after all, much easier to 
collaborate with the bour- 
geoisie than to wage a 
consistent struggle a- 
gainst it. 

While it is true that 
we must choose the cor- 
rect strategy and tactics 
in order to succeed in 
our struggle (and in some 
instances such as strikes 
we must decide on which 
tactic to apply in each 
different instance or 
stage of the strike) we 
must do so through the - 
use of the dialectical 
materialist method, the 
Marxist method, not the 
bourgeois method of prag- 
matism. That is, we can 
not take each sitvation 
as it comes and abstract 
it out of the historical 
continuity of the class 
struggle. It is necessary 
to develop a Weltanschau- 
ung or "world-view." 
While the workers' strug- 
gle develops at different 
tempos and under differ- 
2nt conditions in differ- 
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ent countries, we must 
constantly bear in mind 
the fact that all of these 
struggles, no matter what 
Stage they are at, are 
interconnected by the 


very dominance of capi- 


talist society on a world 
scale. 

In order to succeed in 
our tasks, in fact, in 
order even to begin to 
tackle them, it is neces- 
Sary to understand our 
adversary and its histor- 
ical development: cap- 
italism. It was feasible 
for the capitalists to 
take on feudalism with- 
out this knowledge. How- 
ever, for us it is not so 
easy. To struggle against 
capitalism, one must un- 
derstand it. To fail to 
suicide. 

We Fighting? 


Et is, 
possible 


of course, im- 
to give a full 
analysis of the nature, 
history, and development 
of capitalism here. In- 
stead I will try to point 
out some of the illusions 
which the ideologues of 
the capitalist class try 
to palm off on the work- 
ing class as reality. For 
instance, we are taught 
in school that capitalism 
has always existed in some 
form or another ever since 
humanity became civil- 
ized. Along with this, 
and more important as far 
as the capitalist rulers 
of this country are con- 
cerned, we are taught 
that capitalism has al- 
wavs existed and that it 
always will exist because 
it is the best form of 
society. Both of these 
Statements are completely 
false. It is true that 
ever since the advent of 
"civilization", that is, 
ever since humanity lif- 
ted itself out of barbar- 


ism and began to organ- 

ize itself into class so- 
cieties, most of the wealth 
of society has been produced 
by "the many" and controlled 
by “the few." However, that 
is a characteristic common 
to all forms of class soci- 
ety, not just capitalism. 

In earlier class socie- 
ties, slavery and feudal- 
ism, labor was organized in 
a different manner than it 
is under capitalism.Pro- * 
duction, too, had a differ- 
ent thrust than it does un- 
der capitalism. In slave 
society the laboring class 
was owned outright by the 
rulers. The slaveowner pro- 
vided for the basic neces- 
sities of the slave in re- 
turn for the use of the 
slave's labor power in the 
production of goods for the 
use of the slaveowner. Of 
course, this was not a sim- 
ple contractual agreement 
between the slave and the 
owner: "You work for me, 
and I'll feed, clothe, and 
house you." The slave could 
not change masters as he 
pleased and could be sold 
by his current master to 
someone else just like a 
cow, a pig, or a vase. 

In time slavery became 
an obstacle to the develop- 
ment of the productive 
forces. Society could not 
expand and progress if it 
renained tied to the slave 
economy. It is for this 
reason that slave society 
collapsed (not because the 
Romans were immoral and 
had orgies) and had to be 
replaced by a historically 
more progressive system. 
That system was feudalism. 
Under feudalism, which was 
fundamentally an agrarian 
system, the laborer or serf 
as he was called was tied 
to the land. While "tied" 
is obviously a figure of 
speech, it is close to be- 
ing a literal truth. The 


a 


gerf could not be sold to 


another feudal lord, but 
‘if his current master 
“transferred his land to 

another feudal lord, the 

..gérf went right. along 

-c@ith it, the same as if 

‘he were a tree or a rock 

“(the difference being that 

trees and rocks don't 

produce value and serfs 
do. Thus, the lords pre- 
ferred serfs to trees and 
rocks.). 

Eventually feudalism, 
like slavery, became a 
fetter on the productive 
forces. It soon became 
time for a new progressive 
economic system to re- 

. place it. That system was 
capitalism. During the | 
later years of feudal so- 
ciety anew class grew 
out of the merchants and 
craftsmen in the towns. 
This class was the bour- 
geotste (literally town- 
dwellers) or capitalist 
class. They based their 
wealth on the accumula- 
tion of capital, t.e., 
the accumulation of tools, 
labor, etc.’for the pro- 

_.duction of commodities 
for exchange. The pro- 

duction of the slaves and 
serfs had been basically 
for the personal.needs 
and luxuries of their 
masters. The production 
of capitalism is not for 
use-values (the value of 

a commodity being based 

on its use fubness),. but 

for exchange-values. The 
production motive of the 
capitalist was not (and 
is not today) production 
for necessities (or even 
luxuries) like the old © 
ruling classes, but pro- 
duction for profit, pure 


and simple. Pigs 


Not only was this cap-: 
italist class at one time 
progressive, it was, also 


at one time revolutionary. 


The "Puritan Revolution". 


_in 17th century England, 
_ the Great French Revolu- 
“tion at the end of the 


18th century, and both 
the American Revolution 
of 1776 and the American 


' Civil War were revolu- 
tionary struggles carried 
out under the leadership 


of the bourgeoisie to wipe 
out outmoded economic 
systems and the ruling 
classes based on them. 


.The revolutionary bour- 
geois regimes instituted 


the broadest forms of de- 
mocracy ever seen at the 


_ time. The laborer became 
freed from either owner- 


ship by an individual or 


"ownership by the land." 
Capitalism produced a so- 


ciety in which the labor- 
er was paid a wage and 
could "work for whomever 
he pleased." As most of 

us know this is a sugary 
way of saying that in or- 
der to survive and sup- 
port a family the worker 
has to sell his labor pow- 
er (the ability to work) 
to whatever capitalist 
wishes to buy it and. when 
the capitalist has_no more 
use for him he can be 
thrown on the scrap heap 
like a worn-out pair of 
shoes. 

Under eed ad kar the 
worker produces much more 
than he receives in wages. 
The rest is appropriated 
by the capitalist who owns 
the means of production 
at which the worker works. 
This surplus-value is then 
used to. accumulate more 
capital for the capital- 
ist. Such is the drive of. 
capitalist production. 

The worker is paid a mea-.- 
ger wage so that he will . 
produce surplus-value © 
which is appropriated by . 
the capitalist who will 


> use it to exploit more 


workers who are doing the 
same thing as the first 


~ worker. This, by the way 


gives the lie to the old 
fairy tale about the hard- 
working capitalist entre- 
preneur. While it is true 
that ‘in the early stages 
of capitalism the capital- 
ist also. had to work and 
that certain small busi- 
nessmen (e.g. shopkeepers) 
have to work, the ruling 
capitalists, like Rocke- 
feller, Kennedy, DuPont, 
etc. never worked a day 
in their lives and everyone 
knows it. They don't even 
count their own money. 
They hire someone else to 
do it for them! The pro- 
cess is.the same everywhere. 
The problems of all wor- 
kers are fundamentally 
the same, and while the 
enemy may have a different 
face here and there, he 
is still the same enemy: 
the world capitalist class. 
Capitalism has not al- 
ways dominated on a world 
scale. When capitalism 
first came into existence 
it was limited at first to 
a few European cities and 
later to a few European 
countries. However, with 
the Industrial Revolution 
and the introduction of 
machinery, capitalism ex- 
panded throughout the world. 
Because during the 19th 
century capitalism and the 
capitalist class were pro- 
gressive, they expanded 
and developed the produc- 
tive forces on a world 
scale until the point was 
reached when -the entire 
world was controiled by 
the capitalists. At this 
point the competitive fea- 
tures of capitalism (so 
often referred to by Demo- 
cratic and Republican pol- 
iticians as the "heart of 
our (read capitalists and - 
their lackeys) free enter- 


PAGE 23 


prise system") became su- 
perseded by the central- 
ization and concentration 
of capital and the power 
which goes with it into 
the hands of the banks 
and large trusts. This - 
stage of capitalism by 
Lenin “imperialism, the 
Highest Stage of Capital- 
ism" in a pamphlet of the 
same name. Imperialism 
brought with it the ten- 
dency toward more and more 
wars of conquest and di- 
‘vision and redivision of 
‘the colonial world by the 
advanced capitalist coun- 
tries (the United States 
included). At this point 
capitalism ceased to play 
a progressive role. Like 
slavery and feudalism be- 
fore it, it had become a 
fetter on the growth of 
the productive forces. 
Capitalism could now pro- 
vide nothing but the per- 
spective of war and de- 
struction. While it is 
true that American workers 
enjoyed a relatively 
high living standard dur- 
ing the '50's and '60's, 
this was done at the ex- 
pense of their brothers 
and sisters in other coun- 
tries. Now even with the 
superexploitation of wor- 
' kers overseas, the Amer- 
ican ruling class is mo- 
ving to drive the Ameri- 
can workers "back to the 
"30's." 

Marx wrote that capi- 
talism produces its own 
gravedigger. In actuality 
it has produced two: the 
working class and nuclear 
weaponry. One way or an- 
other capitalist society 
is doomed: either by wor- 
king class revolution and 
the struggle for social- 
ism or by the bombing of 
the entire world "back to 
the Stone Age" in a Third 
World War. The latter al- 
ternative is all too pro- 
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bable if the working class 
throughout the world does 
not take it upon itself 

to overthrow its masters 
and lead the world to so- 
cialism. Socialism or 
barbarism. There is no 
middle ground. 

A Look At Past Struggles 
Now that we have had a 
look at our adversary and 

what is at stake in the 
struggle, we can move on 
to a look at the forms 
which this struggle has 
taken in the past. For it 
is only through studying 
the achievements and fail- 
ures of past organizations 
of the working class that 
we will be able to build 
an organization which can 
successfully do battle 
with the most powerful 
ruling class in the his- 
tory of the world, a ru- 
ling class which exists 
on a world scale and must 
be fought on a world 
scale. Just as an iso- 
lated strike is easily 
defeated by a national 
corporation, so can a 
workers’ struggle isolated 
in one nation be defeated 
unless the workers of all 
countries come to the aid 
of the struggling wor- 
kers through a revolu- 
tionary workers’ inter- 
national party. 

The earliest proletar- 
ian uprising occurred when 
capitalism still maintain- 
ed an isolated embryonic 
existence in a few cities 
in Italy and the Low 
Countries (present-day 
Belgium and Holland). In 
June 1378 the cloth wor- 
kers in Florence rose up 
in rebellion and seized 
power temporarily in 
Florence. The revolt was 
doomed to defeat, however, 
since capitalism had not 
even developed on a na- 
tional, let alone a world 
scale. As such the Flo- 


rentine proletariat was ; 
very weak and in no pos- 
ition to reorganize vro- 
duction in its own inter- 
ests. After about a month, 
the Florentine workers, 
who had simply closed down 
the factories, relinquished 
power to the Florentine 
merchants and cloth mag-~ 
nates. : 

' Probably one of the most 
famous futile attempt at 
isolated struggle which 
achieved fleeting success, 
was the Paris Commune of 
1871. In the turbulence of 
events following the Fran- 
co-Prussian War, the Pari- 
sian workers who had been 
armed by the French bour- 
geoisie to fight the Prus- 
sians, seized power in Pg- 
ris when the French rulers 
fled the city. However, 
capitalism had still not 
played out its historical- 
ly progressive role, and 
the Parisian workers were 
isolated and defeated by 
the Prussians who restored 
Paris to the French cap- 
italists. 

The only time that the 
proletariat has seized pow- 
er in an entire country 
was in Russia in 1917. The 
workers there under the 
leadership of the Bol- 
shevik Party took power 
and held it until 1921. 
During the period of 1917- 
1921 the Russian workers 
bravely fought off at- 
tempts to restore capi- 
talist rule by both the 
Russian capitalists and 
foreign imperialists. 
However, no aid came to 
the beleaguered Russian 
workers from their com- 
rades in Western Europe. 
Lenin had often said that 
if there was no revolu- 
tion in the West that the 
dictatorship of the pro- 
letariat would fall in 
Russia. Due to the failures 
of the socialist leadershi: 


in the West, the much 
hoped for revolution did 
not come. The Russian wor- 
king class had exhausted 
itself by 1921 and the 
Bolsheviks responded to 
this exhaustion by losing 
faith in the workers and 
restoring capitalism. 

Other expressions of 
working class revolt were 
the Luddite rebellion in 
England where workers 
smashed the machinery 
which was being used to 
take away their jobs, and 
the Chartist movement 
which was a British trade 
union movement in the mid- 
nineteenth century. The 
main thrust of the Char- 
tist movement was for bet- 
ter working conditions 
for the British worker 
and for the extension of 
voting rights to the wor- 
king class. The main fail- 
ure of these last move~ 
ments was the inability 
to expropriate their mas- 
ters and organize pro- 
duction in their own in- 
terests, and to see their 
struggle as an interna- 
tional struggle, not a 
local one. 

Trade Unton Syndicalism 
Or Revolutionary Social- 
ism? 

The trade union has 
been the most widespread 
organizational form which 
the class struggle has 
taken. Trade union con- 
sciousness is a sponta- 
neous consciousness and 
because of that it is a 
limited consciousness. 
While seeing the need of 
combining together against 
the bosses on economic 
questions is an advance 
in consciousness, it is 
necessary for the working 
class to develop a full 
class consciousness, a 
socialist consciousness. 

Basically the trade un- 
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ion is a defensive or- 
gan of the working class. 
Its role is to defend 

the economic standard of 
the workers. However, the 
fact that it is a defen- 
sive tool limits it in 
the struggle against cap- 
ital. The trade union and 
the trade union conscious 
worker are unable to go 
beyond the defensive strug- 
gle and take the offen- 
sive in the struggle to 
overthrow capital and 
institute a new society. 
A revolutionary party 
armed with a Marxist pro- 
gram is necessary for 
that. 

However, we can draw 
some lessons from the 
trade unions. When trade 
unions first came into 
existence in the United 
States they were basic- 
ally craft unions. That 
is, those workers who had 
a certain skill banded 
together to try to im- 
prove their conditions. 
Several problems arose 
from this. For instance, 
workers in the railroad 
industry might go on 
strike (and the follow- 
ing schema happened many 
times). Since the engin- 
eers weren't on strike, 
while the brakemen and 
trainmen were, the en- 
gineers would scab on 
their brothers' strike. 
It became necessary to 
organize industry on an 
industry-wide scale. In 
such a case if one craft 
went out, all crafts would 
go out since they were all 
in the same union, This 
also enabled the unskilled 
workers in most major in- 
dustries to become or- 
ganized. The development 
of industrial unions in 
the 1930's was a great 
step forward for Amer- 
ican labor. 


Likewise workers can not 
organize a revolutionary 
party merely on the na- 
tional level. It is nec- 
essary to go beyond nar- 
row national interests 
if we-are to be success- 
ful in our struggle. To 
those who say: "Why both- 
er with international ties? 
All we need is a good 
general strike," we must 
point out that this syn- 
dicalist attitude is a 
great error and has led to 
failure and defeat time 
and again in the past. 
Capitalism rules inter- 
nationally and it must be 
fought internationally. 
Further on we will see 
how some of these same 
attitudes led to the de- 
generation of working 
class parties in the past. 

Time is rapidly running 
out on capitalism, what 
with the threat of nuclear 
annihilation and ecolo- 
gical disaster. The ques~ 
tion before us is: Will 
the capitalists be able 
to drag the working class 
down with them or will 
the workers organize a 
strong internaticnal 
revolutionary party to 
throw out ail the bosses 
and build socialism? 

Just as the building of 
industrial unions was a 
qualitative step for- 
ward for American labor 
in the 1930's, likewise 
the forging of a strong 
international revolution- 
ary workers’ party will 
be a qualitative and de- 
cisive step forward for 
workers throughout the 
world and for the struggle 
for socialism: 
BUILD THE INTERNATIONAL 
PARTY OF REVOLUTIONARY 
WORKERS (FIFTH INTERNA- 
TIONAL: 
FOR THE WORLD SOCIALIST 
REVOLUTION: 

To Be Continued 
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~ Manifesto 


a ofthe — | 
Revolutionary Workers Group 


It has been 125 years, one and one- 
quarter century since Marx and Engels 
outlined the basic tenets of revolu- 


tionary socialism in The Communist Man-- 


tfesto. Contained within this revolu- 
tionary document were the needs and 
tasks of the working class movement in 
1848. While 125 years have passed since 
its writing, the same fundamental tasks‘ 
lay before the world working class to- 
day: the overthrow of capitalism and 
the construction of a classless so- 
clalist society. It is only the suc- 
cessful carrying out of these tasks 
that will save humanity from the de- 
struction which awaits it if the cap- 
italist system is allowed to continue. 

Seventy-one years after the writing 
of The Communist Manifesto the Commu- 
nist International was founded in Mos- 
cow. This revolutionary international 
was founded during the world working 
class upsurge which followed the First 
Imperialist World War and the victor- 
ious working class revolution in Rus- 
sia of October 1917. The Communist 
International set for itself the task 
of organizing the world proletariat in 
the struggle to overthrow capitalism. 
It is this struggle which we must car- 
ry forward today. When the Communist 
International was founded the world 
was in a great period of turmoil. Cap- 
italist society was on the brink of 
collapse and the working class was sur- 
ging forward throughout Europe. How- 
ever, the Communist International was 
unable to carry out the tasks set be- 
fore it and the European and colonial 
working masses were defeated and cap- 
italism allowed to stabilize itself 
for a brief period. 

This stabilization ended with. the 
economic crisis of the 1930's and the 
Second Imperialist World War of 1939- 
1945. The barbarism of capitalist so- 
ciety in its death agony was amply 
displayed during this war with the 
genocide of 6 million European Jews, 
the fire bombing of Dresden and the 
atom bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
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Once again the world was thrown into a 
state of turmoil. Working class strike 
waves swept Europe and the United States. 
National liberation struggles broke out 
throughout the colonial world. However, 
once again the working class was thwar- 
ted in its bid to fundamentally change 
society. The working class throughout 
the world lacked the revolutionary lea- 
dership necessary to assure a successful 
struggle for power. Instead the workers 


‘ were tied to the slaves of imperialism: 


the Social-Democratic and Communist Par- 
ties. The Soviet Union had long since 
ceased to be a workers' republic and was 
instead rapidly becoming the second most 
powerful imperialist nation in the world. 
The various Communist Parties in Eur- 
ope, totally tied to defending the in- 
terests of the Russian state capitalists 
sold out struggle after struggle of the 


‘European workers. Capitalism was once 


again saved from revolutionary destruc— 
tion by the worldwide crisis in prole- 
tarian leadership. With the state cap- 
italization of Eastern Europe and the 
collapse of the working class movement 
internationally, capitalism was once again 


able to stabilize itself temporarily. 


The temporary stabilization of capi- 


. talism and the technological: advances 


made possible by computers, transistors 


-and atomic energy led many to believe 


that capitalism had solved its internal 
contradictions and that the task of the 
workers was merely to get a bigger piece 
of the pie. Nothing, however, could be 


further from the truth. Throughout the 


so-called "boom" of the fifties and six- 
ties, the internal laws of capitalism 
described by Marx continued to operate. 
While their effects were not always ap- 
parent on the surface, they were there 
just the same. Today the capitalist sys- 
tem is like a sore that has accumulated 
puss inside it and is about to burst. 
Capitalist economy is rapidly coming a- 
part at the seams. As this occurs the 
capitalists internationally are forced 
to wage war against the working class 

in order to save the Almighty King:Profit. 


This is the meaning of the various "New 
Economic Policies" being carried out in 
various countries. Nixon's Phase Three 
in the United States and Heath's Phase 
Two in Great Britain are both part of 
‘the international attack being made on 
the living conditions of the world wor- 
king class by the international repre- 
sentatives of capital. The capitalists 
in the advanced countries are no longer 
able to pacify their workers with wage 
gains made possible by the superexploi- 
tation of the workers in the colonial 
and semi-colonial countries. In order 
to preserve and advance their profit- 
making the capitalists are forced now 
to cut the wages of the workers in the 
advanced countries and to combine with 
this productivity increases in the form 
of speed-up and unemployment. Inflation 
is soaring and there is nothing that 
the capitalists can do. about it. Paper 
money is rapidly becoming:worthless as 
each country attempts to maneuver it- 
self into a better trading position 
through the devaluation of its curren- 
cy. What we see today are the first 
stages of all out trade war which can 
only .be a prelude to an all out shoot- 
ing war. 

- At the same time that the capitalists 
wage an all-out offensive on the liv- 
ing conditions of the workers they seek 
to wipe out all the rights of the wor- 
king class under bourgeois democracy. 
Many of these rights were gained only 
through long struggles. However, the 
working class can not allow itself to 
be misled by those who would call upon 
it to defend democracy against the 
strong-statists, Bonapartists and Fasc- 
ists by allying with democratic capital- 
ists. All the capitalists, democratic 
and Fascist alike, are the enemies of 
the working class and must be thrown 
out! The only defense against Fascism 
is the overthrow of capitalism: 

Once again as in the Second Imperi~ 
alist World War the world was treated 
with the sight of capitalism at its bar- 
baric best with the war in Indochina. 
This war which is currently in a state 
of suspended animation is a war fought 
between two capitalist ruling cliques 
and their imperialist backers, the Uni- 
ted States on one hand and Russia and 
China on the other. No matter who even- 
tually gains control of South Vietnam, 


the state capitalists of Hanoi or the 
comprador capitalists and landlords of 
Saigon, the conditions of the Vietnamese 
workers and peasants will be the same. — 
They will be oppressed, suppressed and 
exploited. It is the Vietnamese workers 
and peasants, however, who have done the 
fighting and dy. ing for both sides. It 
was the Vietnamese workers and peasants 
who have had their homes completely de- 
stroyed by the barbaric terror bombing 
of the United States imperialists. It 
was the Vietnamese workers and peasants 
who put their faith in the Stalinist 
leadership of the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam and the National Liberation 
Front/Provisional Revolutionary Govern- 
ment of South Vietnam only to be sold 
down the river in favor of bettering 

the relationships between the imperial- 
ists of the United States, Russia and Chi- 
na. Only when the Vietnamese workers and 
peasants break from their Stalinist mis- 
leaders and organize independent wor- 
kers'. and peasants’ councils and an in- 
dependent: workers' and peasants' army to 
struggle for power against both the North 
and South Vietnamese capitalists will they 
be able to free themselves from the yoke 
of imperialist domination. There can be 
no peace in Indochina until there is 
workers’ power in Indochina: 

Today we see rumblings of, discontent 
within the so-called "socialist" coun- 
tries. Workers have waged struggles in 
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Yugoslavia and 
even in the Soviet Union itself. In fact 
even the “island paradise" of Cuba is 
facing working class discontent. No lon- 
ger will the workers in these countries 
be lulled by the Stalinist propaganda 
that their's is a socialist society. With 
each passing day it becomes clearer to 
them that their lot in society is the 
same as that of their brothers and sis- 
ters who live under the heel of Western 
imperialism. As the economies of the 
state capitalist countries feel the squeez¢ 
of the current world economic crisis of 
capitalism their rulers, too, are forced 
to turn more and more against the living 
conditions of their workers. The workers 
in the state capitalist countries have 
shown, however, that they will not take ~ 
this lying down. What is sorely lacking, — 
though, is a revolutionary socialist 
party thoroughly grounded in the Marxist 
analysis of the state capitalist -soci- 
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eties which can provide leadership and 
direction for the struggles of these 
workers. Only when such parties are 
built will these struggles reach the 
point of the seizure of power by the 
proletariat. The state capitalist coun- 
tries and their Stalinist rulers are in 
no way proletarian! Capitalism must be 
overthrown in Russia, China and their 
Satellites the same as everywhere else! 
The workers have no power under state 
capitalism economic or political. They 
must seize power through revolutionary 
action! 

The pages of the capitalist press are 
todey filled with talk of detente. The 
spirit of detente covers the world, 
However, this is nothing more than the 
lull before the storm. Events are rapid- 
ly moving toward a Third Imperialist 
World War, one which could spell the end 
of humanity. The so-called spirit of 
detente is nothing more than a period 
of horse-trading before the imperialists 
finally choose up sides for the massive 
conflict which is inevitable unless the 
working class intervenes by destroying 
the capitalist system through revolu- 
tionary action before they are destroy- 
ed along with it through the nuclear 
holocaust which would no doubt mark the 
finale of a Third Imperialist World 
War. Right now the capitalists are jock- 
eying for allies. While the United States 
imperialists talk friendly to the Chi- 
nese, the Japznese imperialists talk 
friendly to the Russians. When the Amer- 
icans talk to the Russians, the Japan- 
ese talk to the Chinese. While this 
g2me of musical chairs goes on the 
European imperialists ave attempting 
to consolidate their forces in the Con- 
mon Market. However, they are rapidly 
finding that the differing interests 
of the various national ruling classes 
are so fundamentally counterposed that 
even now their attempt at political in- 
tegration is blowing up in their faces, 
We will no doubt soon see the complete 
collapse of the Common Market as the 
European rulers join in the game of mu- 
sical imperialist chairs now being 
Played by the American, Russian, Chinese 
and Japanese imperialists. The workers 
have no interest in the maneuverings of 
their ruling classes! The interests of 
the workers are served by uniting with 
their class brothers and sisters through- 
out the world not through falling prey 
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to the patriotic jingoism of their ru- 
lers! Trade war or shooting, it is stil] 
capitalist war! The workers must remain — 
neutral and organize for the struggle 
to place themselves in power! It is only — 
with the worldwide victory of workers 
over capitalists that wars will end! 

As the crisis of capitalism deepens 
it is not only the industrial proletar- 
iat which feels the squeeze. More and 
more semi-proletarian and middle class 
elements are being crushed and thrown 
into poverty as the capitalists march 
on in the néverending quest for profits. 
Farmers are forced into bankruptcy by 
large-scale capitalist agribusiness. 
Teachers, social workers and engineers 
are thrown out of work and into the un- 
employment lines. Turned away from em- 
ployment in the fields for which they 
have training because there are no jobs, 
they are told that they are overquali- 
fied for other jobs. Thus, education, 
which was long the dream of every wor- 
king class parent for their children has 
been turned against the masses. At the 
same time that education is being ripped 
away from working class families through 
cutbacks and budget slashing those who 
managed to get an education during the 
"boom" are unable to put it to any use. 

It is absolutely necessary for the 
party pf the proletariat to win over 
these semi-prolietarian and middle class 
elements to the cause and struggle of the 
working cless. It is necessary to explain 
to them that only by casting in their lot 
with the proletariat will they be able 
to do anything to change society for 
the better. The urgency of carrying out 
this task can be seen by the fact that 
today Italy is going through almost am 
instant replay of the 1920's when Fascism 
came to power. If the proletariat does 
not win the middle class to its cause 
by proving itself as a strong powerful 
force able to change society, disgust 
with the system will be played upon by 
the Fascists and the middle class will 
turn away from the proletariat and be- 
come the pawns of big business as they 
become the mass base for the Fascist 
movements. 

At the same time that it must win over 
the middle class elements to its side, 
the proletariat must overcome ‘the divi- 
sions within its own ranks. These divi- 
sions, whether they be of a racial, sex- © 
ual or generational nature, are fos-— 
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ered, and encouraged by the capitalists. 
The capitalists realize that so long as 
the working class remains divided it 
can not pose a serious threat to the 
class rule of the capitalists. Today 
the workers are led into various anti- 
working class movements by the leader- 
ship of the trade unions. These anti- 
working class movements derive their 
basis from the divisions within the 
world working class. Thus, the Inter- 
national Ladies Garment Workers Union 
bureaucracy and various other AFL-CIO 
bureaucrats encourage the workers to 
support the "Buy America” campaign. 
This movement claims that the Japanese 
workers are taking jobs from American 
workers. What is actually happening is 
that the Japanese capitalists are ta- 
king profits from the American capital- 
ists. It is not the job of American wor- 
kers to help their rulers compete with 
the Japanese rulers. Instead a program 
of international solidarity is needed 
between the Japanese and American wor- 
kers. The thrust of such a program would 
be the ouster of both the Japanese and 
American rulers. In a society ruled by 
the workers there would be no problem 
of one country stealing jobs from ano- 
ther. 

Another crucial division which must 
be overcome is the division between 
white and Black workers in the United 
States. So long as the white ard Black 
workers are unable to unite around a 
program of united working class struggle 
the American working class will face 
continued defeats at the hands of the 
capitalists. White workers must realize 
that the source of job insecurity, poor 
schools and crime in the streets is not 
the Black workers, but the capitalist 
system itself. Likewise Black workers 
must realize that racism exists not be- 
cause white workers are inherently evil, 
but because of the capitalist system and 
the bourgeoisie's need to keep the wor- 
king class divided. Any working class 
program must strive for complete racial 
equality. White racists and Black na- 
tionalists alike in their striving for 
privileges for one race as against the 
other must be driven from the ranks of 
the working class movement! Only through 
the revolutionary struggle for social- 
ism will racial discrimination be erad- 
icated! There will be no workers' repub- 


lic without the unity of Black and white 
workers: 

Historically the most advanced workers 
have seen the necessity to organize them- 
selves both nationally and international- 
ly in order to wage an effective struggle 
against capitalism. The International 
Workingmen's Association (First Inter- 
national) was founded in 1864 by Karl 
Marx and Friedrich Engels. The First In- 
ternational organized during the progres- 
sive period of capitalism was destroyed 
by the events surrounding the Franco- 
Prussian War of 1870-71. At the same time, 
however, that the First International 
was dissolved, conditions stimulated the 
development of mass socialist parties 
on a national basis. In 1889 the mass 
socialist parties combined to form the 
Second International. However, from the 
beginning the Second International par- 
ties were hampered by an extremely nation- 
al orientation and a tendency toward 
parliamentarism. This led objectively 
in the direction of reformism. This re- 
formism came out into the open when the 
mass Social-Democratic parties supported 
their own bourgeoisies in the First Im- 
perialist World War. The Franco-Prus- 
sian War had shown that there was not 
a sufficient mass base to maintain a 
revolutionary socialist international. 
The First Imperialist World War showed 
that while the base had developed that 
the current international leadership :of 
the working class was bankrupt and worth- 
less. In 1919 the Communist (Third) In- 
ternational was founded in order to car- 
ry out the teachings of Marx and Engels 
which had been discarded by the reform- 
ist leaders of the Second International. 
The demise of the Third International 
was brought about not by a war, but by 
the collapse of the proletarian dic- 
tatorship in Russia. The Communist In- 
ternational was totally dominated by the 
Russian Communist Party, which was to be 
expected since they had led a success- 
ful proletarian revolution. However, by 
1921 the Russian Communist Party had 
lost faith in the working class and had 
reintroduced capitalism. The Communist 
International under the leadership of 
the Russian Communists blinded itself 
to the gravity of the situation and thus 
began to base its program on what was 
best for Russian capitalism. By 1924 it 
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Archives o ft the Revolution 


1922 Appeal of the Russian 
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Workers’ Tru th’’ Group 


:. shtves of the Revolution will be a regular -feature of Workers' Truth. Each month 
- will reprint for the benefit of our readers part or all of a particular speech, 
ticle or document from the vast and rich heritage of the revolutionary Marxist 
‘--vyement. We have chosen the 1922 Appeal of the Russian Workers’ Truth group. In 
«17 the Russian working class had seized power under the leadership of the Bolshe- 
« Party. The Bolsheviks expected that this would soon be followed by revolutions 
* the advanced capitalist countries of Western Europe. Almost immediately after the 
izure of power by the Russian workers they were forced to fight a long and ex= 
isting war against counter-revolutionary forces supported by all of the imperial- 
t countries. Although the Russian working class won the war it was completely ex- 
usted after its victory. At the same time capitalist economic relations were 
ringing up in the backward predominately peasant country that was the Soviet Union 
: 1920-1921. The Bolshevik Party responded to the exhaustion and apathy of the 
ssian workers and the corresponding development ofprivate agriculture and the 
- ack market by losing faith in the Russian workers and the world proletariat as a 
le. Seeing no revolutions which were successful in Europe, they. turned their backs 
.° revolution and directed their energies to building up the Russian economy on a 
ottalist bast’. The Bolshevik leaders refused to listen to the revolutionary Wor- 
vs Opposition within the party which called on a turn to the trade unions which 
‘te the organs of the industrial working class to organize production. The Workers. 
position was defeated and hounded from the Bolshevik Party. This marked the qual- 
ative degeneration of the Bolshevik-Party from a revolutionary party to a cen- 
ist party. The revolutionaries around the newspaper Workers’ Truth called for the: 
zkers to organize themselves into a revolutionary party to overthrow the new cap- 
ilist relations which had been introduced by the Bolsheviks in their capitulation 
the wealthy peasants, merchants and small-scale industrialists (who were the only 
justrialists to speak'of at the time). It is from the name of this revolutionary 
3ssian newspaper that we take the name for our paper Workers’ Truth. Our reason for 
inting this clarion call to revolution is for the reason expounded by the Com- 
des at the end of their appeal, which was made in the form of a call to action: 
.or-our work, Comrades!" ; ° 


“The liberation of the workers can only struggling intcrnational proletariat an experience of tre 
be the deed of the working class itself.” ‘Marx] mendous value for its struggle against capital. . 
As a result of the October Revolution all the barriers in 


‘ssage to the Revolutionary Proletariat and to All Revolu- the: path of the economic development were eliminated; 


aary Elements: Who Remain Faithful to ‘the Struggling there is no longer any oppression by the landlords, the para- 
orking Class: ca bse sitic czarist bureaucracy, and the bourgeoisie, which relied 
... Lhe working class of, Russia, small in’ numbers, un- on. reactionary groups of European capitalists. ‘After the 
repared, in a peasict Conetsy, agcomplished in “yetobes guecessful revolution and civil war, broad perspectives opened 
917, th historically neressiaay: October Revolution. Led ty before Russia, of -rapid transformation into a country af 
ie Russian Commie: firty, at bas oserthrown and de progréssive capitalism. “In this lies the ; 
soyed the power of "re rateys classes: during long vears ot tremendous achievement of the revolution in October. 
evolution and civil war it has firmly contained the pressure But what has c} uged in the position of the working class 
£ international and Russia reaction. .. ; The working class of Russia is disorganized; confusion 
In spite of the npprecediatediy heavy losses sustained by reigns in the minds of the workers: are they ina country 
he working class, the Ottober Revolution remains a oiccmve of the “dictatorship of the proletariat,” as the Communist 
nd heroic event in the history of the struggle of the tussan Party untiringly reiterates by word of mouth and in the 
woletariat. The Russian October Revolution has given the press? Or are they in a country of arbitrary ‘ule and ex; 


© sf t n ae 
ah le ok Fe 


Cr 2h. Eee 


as life teu* chem at every step? The working class 
ga miserable existence at a time when the new 
isie (i.e., the responsible functionaries, plant directors, 
of trusts, chairmen of executive committees, etc.) and 
epmen® Jive in lixury and recall in our memory the 
sre of the life ot the bourse oisie of all times. And again 
g and diffienlt years of the struggle for exister.o lie 
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cou wevwedn their meres and a break between we Com 
sunist Party and the working class inevitable. 

The social existence of the Communist Party itself inevi- 
tably determines the corresponding social eonsciousness, in- 
terests and ideals, which contradict the interests of the strug- 
gling proletariat. 

The Russian Communist Party has become the party of 


arity and orm@univation are 
P oletariat. ‘Vo introdi. 
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rking class 
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Phe (ormnunist Party, which during the years of the rev- 
tion was a party ol the working class, 
ing party, the party of the organizers and directors of the 
emmental apparatus and economic life on capitalistic 
's, with the general backwardness and lack of organiza- 
a of the working class. The party has more and more lost 
tie and community with the proletariat. The soviet, party, 
i trade-union bureaucracies and organize 
‘h materia! conditions which are sharp 
vn the conditions of existence of the working class. Their 
-y well-being and the stability of their general position 
pend on the degree to which the toiling masses are €X- 
ited and subordinated to them. All this nakes a contradic- 


ead. But the more « omplicated the circumstances, the more 
for the struggling 
cjass clarity into the ranks of the 


of Russia, to aid in every Was the organization 
the sevolutionary pewers of the struggling proletariat— 


has become the 


srs find themselves 
ly distinguished 


wonferences, etc. . 
The NEP. ic., 


in countries where ca 


the organizer intelligentsia. The abyss between the Russian 
Communist Party and 
end deeper, and this fact cannot be glossed over by any 
eesolutions or decisions of the Communist congresses and 


the working class is getting deeper 


the rebirth of normal capitalistic relations 
and intensive economic differentiation among the peasantry, 
intensified by the famine of 1920-21, has contributed. to the - 
pronounced growth of the big kulak stratum in the Russian 
vilage. ‘The stall-scale, unorganized character of peasant 
fuming. together with 
pavvication, makes it definite that commercial capital will 
have a dominant role in the immediate future At the same 
fine the state is growing in influence as the representative 
of the nation-wide interests of capital and as the mere 
directing apparatus of political administration and economic 


the disruption of the means of com- 


pital is on the offensive—-the careful 
selection of comrades and strict conspiratorial secrecy. 
For our work, Comrades! 


Still Some Snakes in ireland 


Legend has it that St. 
Patrick drove all of the 
snakes out of Ireland and 
that this is the reason 
that the Irish celebrate 
St. Patrick's Day. (Most 
everyone else simply cel- 
ebrates it as an excuse 
to get drunk.) 

Whether or not Ireland 
has ever been free of 
snakes (we don't think 
it ever was) it defin- 
itely has some around to- 
day. These snakes, howev- 
er don't slither around 
on the ground, they walk 
upright on two legs. They 
don't have scales either, 
instead they wear tux- 
edos and white ties and 
tails. These modern day 
snakes are the capital- 
ists who control Ireland 
(North and South) just 
like they control every 
other country in the 
world. These snakes come 
in three different forms, 
but each is just as dead- 


ly as the other two. The 
first kind is a foreign 
snake who wears red white 
and blue done up in vari- 
ous crosses and x's. He is 
of course, the old main- 
stay British imperialism. 
While British imperialism 
only has direct control of 
the North of Ireland it 
still maintains certain 
indirect economic control 
of the "Irish Free State." 
The second snake wraps it- 
self in green with a smat~ 
tering of orange and white 
to show its tolerance. 
This is the southern I- 
rish capitalist. He is gen- 
erally a Catholic and hopes 
to profit from the civil 
strife in the North. Some- 
times he will put on his 
nationalist hat in order 
to trick some unsuspecting 
Irishman (and others) in- 
to believing that he is 
better than the British 
imperialists, but he is 
not. He is only poorer and 
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weaker than his British 
colleague. The last snake 
loves to wear orange, 

but will don the Union 
Jack when appropriate for 
staying in power. His ma~ 
jor task is to keep the 
Protestant workers in Uls-~ 
ter so afraid of the 
Catholic capitalists (as 
opposed to Protestants) 
that they will not ally 
with the Catholic workers 
against him. 

It is definitely time for 
these snakes to be dri- 
ven out of Ireland. In 
fact, it is long over- 
due. However, the wor- 
kers can not wait for a 
saint (Patrick or other- 
wise) to do the job this 
time. They must do it them 
selves. ALL THE CAPITAL- 
ISTS MUST BE DRIVEN 9Uf 
OF IRELAND! FOR A UNITED 
SOCIALIST IRELAND: FOR THE 
SOCIALIST UNITED STATES 
OF EUROPE! FOR THE WORLD- 
WIDE WORKERS' REPUBLIC! 
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peace that is no peace is 
perhaps occuring in Indo- 
china, no one realizes 
that the struggle has 
not even begun. We have 
the only program which 
can alter this state of 
affairs once and for all. 
We call for: 
1. The formation of in- 
dependent workers' coun- 
cils under the democratic 
control of North and South 
Vietnamese workers. 
2. For the creation of a 
workers and peasants army 


ker and peasant soldier 
committees, with democra- 
tically elected officers. 
For the victory of the 
armed proletariat over 
North and South Vietnamese 
and American capitalists 
alike! The NLF and the 
army of the DRVN and the 
ARVN must be destroyed by 
the armed might of the 
Vietnamese proletariat. 
3. The formation of a 
Vietnamese Revolutionary 
Workers Party as a disci- 
plined section of the 


International Party of 
Revolutionary Workers 
(Fifth International). 
4. The dictatorship of the 
proletariat in Vietnam. 
Complete control over Vi- 
etnamese society by the 
Vietnamese working class. 
The Revolutionary Wor- 
kers Group, though our 
resources are meager and 
our numbers are few, pledgs 
every possible assistance 
to the Vietnamese working 
class in the successful 
execution of this pro- 
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where petty individual 
housekeeping will be re- 
Placed by socialized dom- 
estic services will women 
be free from the bondage 
of kitchen, bedroom and 
nursery. 

Women workers along with 
their class brothers must 
organize internationally 
on the basis of a revolu- 
tionary program to fight 
for socialism. 

The following are some 
of the points especially 
related to the position 
of women that revolution- 
aries fight for: 

END DOMESTIC ENSLAVEMENT 
* Socialize housework by 
providing free, quality 
‘dining rooms and laundry 
services under workers' 
control. 

* Free medical services 


.. Origins 
Continued from page 11 
been a mistake not to form 


a faction immediately and 
formed one then. About a 


week after the formation of 
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available to all, includ- 
ing abortion, birth con- 
trol, maternity care, etc. 
* A national program of 
free 24-hour child-care 
centers available to:all 
under workers and parents 
control. 

* No divorce laws. Divorce 
should be obtained freely 
at the request of either 
partner. Child support 


should be paid by the state. 


Abolish the legal clas- 

sification of illegitimacy. 
FULLY INTEGRATE WOMEN 

INTO THE WORK FORCE. 

* No discrimination based 

on sex, race, age or ma- 

rital status. Equal pay 

for equal work. 

* Free education for all 

including colleges and 

trade schools. 

* Maternity leaves at full 


the faction, a heated dis- 


cussion broke out at a meet- 


ing of the Chicago branch 
of the CSL concerning the 


pay. Equal benefits for 
part-time and temporary 
workers. 

* Protective laws should 
cover not only women but 
be extended to men as well 
* For a sliding scale of 
wages and hours--no loss 
in pay. Workers should di- 
vide the available work 
among those able to work. 
Fight unemployment. 

* For unlimited cost-of- 
living escalator clauses 
in all union contracts. 
Unions must organize non- 
union workers and the un- 
employed. 

* Worker control of hiring 
and firing.. 

*Nationalize all industry. 
Expropriation without com- 
pensation under workers 
control. 

* For a workers’ republic 


discussion of differences 
with contacts. The Centra’ 
Committee upon hearing of 
the discussion through the 


Thus, as a revolutionary 
international the Fourth 
International was still- 
born. There has been no 
revolutionary internation- 
al since 1921. Such an 
international remains to 
be built and is the pri- 
mary task of the prole- 
tariat. 

The Revolutionary Wor- 
kers Group calls on all 
workers to join in the 
struggle against capital- 
ism. It is only through 
the revolutionary strug- 
gle against capitalism 
that any gains in the 
living standard of the 
working class can be made. 
The only way that the 
living conditions of the 


working class can be pro- 
tected and bettered is by 
seizing social power and 
organizing society in the 
interests of the toiling 
masses. This can be done 
only through revolution on 
a world scale. Trade unions 
are not enough for this. 
Workers’ councils are not 
enough for this. National 
parties are not enough. 

We need to build the In- 
ternational Party of Rev- 
olutionary Workers (Fifth 
International). This party 
must be based on the rev- 
olutionary teachings and 
work of Marx, Engels, Le- 
nin, Trotsky, Luxemburg 
and countless others. 
Never before in the his- 


tory of capitalism has t 
guestion heen posed so 
clearly as it is today: 
Socialism or Barbarism? 


THE STRUGGLE AGAINST CAP 
ITAL IS A WORLDWIDE STRUi 
GLE. NO COUNTRY IS FREE 
FROM THE SCOURGE OF CAP- 
ITALISM., WORKERS OF THE 
WORLD UNITE: THE STRUGGLI 
IS YET TO BE WON! 


BUILD THE INTERNATIONAL 
PARTY OF REVOLUTIONARY 

WORKERS (FIFTH INTERNA- 
TIONAL)? 


FORWARD TO THE WORLD 
SOCIALIST REVOLUTION AND 
THE WORLD WORKERS' 
REPUBLIC! 


Wounded Knee 1973 


The events in Wounded 
Knee, South Dakota, fol- 
lowing closely on the 
heels of the "Trail of 
Broken Treaties'' occu- 
pation of the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs in Wash- 
ington, D.C. have led to 
a renewed interest in 
the Indian question and 
the treatment which In- 
dians have and still re- 
ceive at the hands of 
the United States Gov- 
ernment. Tremendous sym- 
pathy has developed for 
the plight of the Indi- 
ans. 

Main organizers of the 
occupation of Wounded 
Knee are the Oglala 
Sioux Civil Rights Org- 
anization (OSCRO) and 
the American Indian Move- 
ment (AIM). According to 
the March 16 Militant 
the Indians‘ demands are 
as follows: 

OSCRO is demanding the 

immediate suspension of 

the tribal chairman, 
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tribal council, and 
the tribal constitution. 

Further, it is demand- 
ing replacement of the 
BIA officials, termi- 
nation of the tribal po- 
lice, and a temporary 
federal trusteeship un- 
til a popular consti- 
tutional convention 
adopts a new tribal 
government system for 
the reservation. 

AIM is demanding that 
the Senate Foreign Re- 
lations Committee in- 
vestigate all broken 
treaties and specific- 
ally the 1868 treaty 
with the Sioux, which 
has never been kept. 

We can rest assured that 
even if the government 
agrees to some or all of 
the above demands, they 
will not keep their word. 
The Indians of all people 
should realize the futil- 
ity of bargaining with 

the agents of the American 
capitalist class. 


However, the nature of 
the demands brings another 
question into focus. These 
demands are basically for 
the United States to allow 
real tribalism on the re- 
servations as opposed to 
the puppet-on-a-Washing- 
ton-string tribalism which 
currently exists. This 
brings up the whole ques- 
tion of the nature of the 
Indian question and the 
Indian Wars of the 19th 
century. This is parti- 
cularly brought to the 
fore since Wounded Knee 
is the site of an 1890 
massacre of Indians by 
the US Cavalry. 

While capitalism today 
is a moribund social sys- 
tem which is rotten ripe 
for a socialist revolu- 
tion, it was not always 
this way. It did play a 
progressive role. %ne of 
the tasks of the bourgeois 
revolution (a progressive 
revolution in its time) 
was to bring the entire 


israel’s Terror | 


On February 21 the Is- 
raeli Air Force shot down 
a Libyan commercial air- 
liner with i13 passen- 
gers and crew aboard. 

107 of the 113 have died. 
The plane had gotten off 
course and flown over 
Israeli occupied Sinai 
Peninsula. The plane was 
on its way back toward 
Egypt and was only 12 
miles from the coast 
when the Israeli jets 
shot it down. 

Israeli Defense Minis- 
ter Moshe Dayan said that 
they were afraid that 
the plane might be on 
a kamikaze mission to 
some city in Israel. 
However, it is obvious 
that this is a lie to 
cover up the brutality 
of the bourgeois Is- 
raeli regime. The Is- 
raeli government wishes to 


intimidate the Arabs and 
this is as good a way as 


any. It is interesting to 
note that although planes 
from Rurope fiying to Tel 
Aviv might very well have 
kamikaze bombers on board, 
Dayan does not order the 
shooting down of every 
plane that approaches Lod 
Airport. 

The Libyan plane inci- 
dent is just another in 
a long string of terror- 
ist activities being car- 
ried out by the Israeli 
government against the 
Arab masses. However, 
the bourgeois Arab gov- 
ernments are ho better. 
Muammar Kadafi the re- 
actionary Libyan head of 
state has threatened to 
send his air force in 
search of Israeli com- 
mercial planes as a means 
of retaliation. 


While the Israeli and 
Arab rulers carrv out the 
reactionary rivalries and 
intrigues, it is the Arab 


North American continent 
under capitalist domina- 
tion. Only in this way 
could the forces of pro 
duction be developed to 
bring about the eventu- 
ality of socialism. The 
more primitive way of 
life of the Indians rep- 
resented an obstacle to 
this development. Thus, 
the defeat of the Indian 
was progressive. What 
was reactionary was the 
genocide of the Indians 
and the failure to in- 
tegrate them into societ 
Most Indians live either 
on reservations or in 
slums like Chicago's 
Uptown area. What In- 
dians need today is not 
a program for an invi- 
gorated tribalism, but: 
a program for soetalist 
revolution. 


and Hebrew working masses 
who suffer under all of 
the regimes in the Mid~ 
dle East. Their problems 
will not be solved by 
siding with any of the 
Meirs, Dayans, Husseins, 
Sadats or Kadafis who 
proclaim themselves the 
saviours of either the 
Hebrews or the Atabs. 
Incidents like the 
downing of the Libyan plan: 
and theterror raids on 
innocent civilians by 
Israeli commanod will 
only be ended when the wor- 
king class in Israel, He- 
brew and Palestinian alike 
unite to overthrow the 
capitalist regime of the 
Zionists and build a Soc- 
falist Israel. Likewise 
their brothers and sisters 
in the Arab countries must 
do the same. 
FOR A SOCIALIST ISRAEL! 
FOR THE UNITED SOCIALIST 
STATES OF THE MIDDLE EAST! 
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The world we live in is a world where 
people are divided into classes accord- 
ing to their role in production. The two 
major classes in society are the capital- 
ist class and the working class. The cap- 
italists own the means of production (fac- 
tories, machines, etc.) but produce no- 
thing. The workers, on the other hand, 
receive only meager wages for the sale of 
their labor power to the capitalists. Al- 
most all production in society is done by 
the workers. However, almost all the bene- 
fits from this production go to the cap- 
italists. The basis for production in 
this society is profit. The capitalists 
are not interested in having the workers 
oroduce things that people can use or that 
xeople need. They are only interested in 
shat makes them the biggest profit. Thus, 
while the capitalists get richer and rich- 
er, the workers are worse off than they 
were before. 

In order to increase profits the capi- 
talists resort to all sorts of techniques 
which most of us are familiar with: speed- 
up, wage cuts, unemployment, labor-saving 
machinery. While, for instance, labor-sa- 
ving machinery would be progressive in a 
society run by the workers, it does no- 
thing for them under capitalism. It is 
just another attack on the workers. 

Another feature of capitalist society is 
war. Every day there is a war going on 
somewhere in the world. This is due to the 
necessity of the capitalists to wage war 
in order to get ahead of capitalists in 
other countries. The working class has no 
interests in supporting these wars. What 
the workers want is peace. However, there 
can be no peace until the capitalists have 
been removed from power and this society 
replaced with one run by the workers in 
the interests of the toiling masses. 

To do this, it is not enough to elect 
people to Congress or as President. The 
government is nothing more than the ex- 
ecutive committee of the ruling class. 

It is the owners of the big corpora- 
tions who have the final say as to what 
goes on. It is necessary to organize 

our own workers’ councils. These councils 
will be the class rule of the workers af- 
ter the revolutionary overthrow of capi- 
talism. When capitalism goes Congress 
will go with it. All the democracy sur- 
rounding the Congress is just a sham to 
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keep us tied to this system. It is demo- 
cracy for the rich, for the capitalists. 
Our democracy will be real democracy, 
proletarian democracy, the democracy of 
the many. We do not simply want a workers' 
government, we want a workers’ republic. 

In order to throw out the capitalists 
and buil a workers' republic and social- 
ism the working class needs a revolution- 
ary party. Such a party must be based on 
The Communist Manifesto, the first two 
Congresses of the Communist (Third) In- 
ternational, and the revolutionary work 
of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Trotsky and Lux- 
emburg. It must be a democratic-centralist 
party. However, it is not enough to 
build such a party here in the United 
States. Capitalism is a world system. 
Even so-called "Communist" Russia and Chi- 
na are capitalist (state capitalist). In 
order to wage a successful worldwide 
struggle against capitalism the workers 
must have an international party. It is 
toward the construction of the Interna- 
tional Party of Revolutionary Workers 
(Fifth International) that the Revolution- 
ary Workers Group and Jorkers’ Truth are 
dedicated. 

In 1917 the Russian workers seized power 
under the leadership of the Bolshevik Par 
and Lenin. However, the revolution was 
isolated and the Russian workers exhauste’ 
from the hard struggle in a backward coun: 
try lost power when the Bolsheviks lost 
faith in the world proletariat in 1921. 
The four years of the revolutionary dic- 
tatorship still remain, however, as a bea 
con for workers throughout the world. 

Under capitalism the workers are nothin 
more than menials. We deserve a better 
life. We deserve socialism. However, it 
will not be handed to us on a platter. We 
must fight for it. For if we do not fight 
for socialism we will be handed barbarism 
Socialism or barbarism? 
Fight for Soctalism! 
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